Nabatiyeh attack wounds 4 Israelis 

. i 

BEIRUT (AP) — Four Israeli soldiers were wounded Monday by- 
a roadside bomb which exploded nest to their patrol vehicle in ihel 
town o. Nabatiyeh, South Lebanon, an Israeli spokesman said in 
Tel Aviv. An explosive charge went up as an Israeli military 1 
convoy was passing through Nabatiyeh. causing a fire and a num- 
>- ?*f ua,ues ’ according » telephone reports from the area 
earlier Monday. The reports said the convoy was enterin g an ~ 
Israeli military position. The explosive charge was believed to 
have been detonated by remote control. Two ambulances and a 
he, !S Pt 'f ere evacuating the casualties as Israeli troops 
sealed off the area and began a search in nearby houses. Nab- 
anyeh has become a focal point of resistance activities against 
Israel in recent months. The casualties were the first to be ann- 
ounced in two weeks and the first in Nabatiyeh for a month.l 
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Peres calls for Lebanese enclave 


NEW YORK (Rl — Israeli opposition Labour leader Shimon 
Feres says in a magazine interview that Israel should plan to 
withdraw its troops from Lebanon soon — but only after creating 
a haven lor Israeli-backed Lebanese rightists in the south. “We 
should aim for a quick withdrawal from Lebanon, but only after 
we've created a sphere of influence in the south through informal 
agreements with such co-operative local Shfites as we can find 
and with the Christians." Mr. Peres said in an interview in the 
latest issue of Newsweek. “A southern Lebanon relatively free of 
the Syrian pressure could become a haven for the Christians from 
other parts of Lebanon. Our army should support this security 
structure by ground patrols and by protecting the air against the 
Syrians.” he said. 
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Bush to meet 
Craxi, Mitterrand 

WASHINGTON (Rj — u.S.- 
Vice-President George Bush wili ; 
meet Italian Prime Minister Bet- 
tino Craxi and French President 
Francois Mitterrand this week to 
discuss the U.S. Marine red- 
eployment in Lebanon, Lhe White 
House said Monday. Mr. Bush will 
meet Mr. Craxi in Rome Tuesday 
after attending the funeral of Sov- 
iet leader Yuri Andropov in Mos- 
cow. The meeting with Mr. Mit- 
terrand is set for Wednesday in 
Paris before Mr. Bush returns to 
Washington on Thursday. 

Assad holds 
talks on Lebanon 

DAMASCUS (R; — Syrian Pre- 
sident Hafez A! Assad discussed 
the Lebanese crisis with Libyan 
second-in-command Major 
Abdul Salaam Jalloud Monday 
and an official spokesman said the 
talks focussed on ‘-U.S.- 
govemmeni escalated interfence" 
in the country's internal affairs. 
The meeting followed another 
round of talks earlier Monday 
between Mr. Assad and South 
Yemeni President Ali Nasser 
Mohammad. 

Kidnapped twins 
freed in Beirut 

BEIRUT (Ri — The ShPite Mus- 
lim militia movement Amal said 
laic Sunday night it had freed the 
twin sons of a Kuwaiti diplomat 
■who were abducted in Beirut Sun- 
day and had arrested their kid- 
nappers. The 16-ycar-oId youths 
had been returned to their family 
and their father had contacted 
Amal to express his thanks, a mil- 
itia spokesman said. 

Kuwait trials 
continue in camera 

KUWAIT | Rj — The trial of 25 
people accused of involvement in 
a ware of bomb attacks in Kuwait 
last December went into its third 
day Monday in camera and amid a 
total news blackout. The trial sta- 
rted on Saturday with a public ses- 
sion lasting for about an hour, 
after which the three-man state 
security court went into closed 
session. Sunday's hearings w-ere 
also held in camera. 

‘U.S. doctors gave 
advice over Andropov’ 

WASHINGTON t R ; — The Uni- 
ted States helped to arrange con- 
sultations between American spe- 
cialists and Soviet doctors treating 
President Yuri Andropov before 
he died, according to U.N. Amb- 
assador Jeane Kirkratrick.”! per- 
sonally helped expedite a con- 
sultation between a very dis- 
tinguished Soviet specialist on 
kidneys and an American spe- 
cialist.'' she said Sunday in a tel- 
.•':sic«n interview. 

Poll says Reagan 
mav be re-elected 


AMMAN, TUESDAY FEBRUARY 14, 1984, JUMADA AWWAL 12, 1404 

Oldj generation resumes Kremlin power 
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SEW rORK (R< — President 
Reagan holds b clear lead over the 
two main Democratic contenders 
tur the presidential nomination 
and f.3 per cent of voters predict 
he will be re-elected, according to 
a poll published Monday. Mr. 
Reagan was rated 53 per cent to 
-53 per cent over former Yice- 
Prewiicm slier Mondale and 5b 
ic -4i ! over Senator John Glenn in 
ire News-week magazine poll. 
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MOSCOW (Agencies) — Konstantin Ust- 
inovich Chernenko, 72, a close aide to the 
late President Leonid Brezhnev, was Mon- 
day appointed leader of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party in succession to Yuri And- 
ropov. 


The choice of Mr. Chernenko, a 
Siberian peasant s son who left 
school at 1 2. was widely seen as a 
remarkable personal come-back 
and a victory for the conservative, 
older generation of party officials 
opposed to Mr. Andropov’s ref- 
orms. 

A stocky white-haired Russian 
with heavy Slavic features. Mr. 
Chernenko is older than any of the 
five previous Soviet leaders were 
when they took office. 

State radio and television ann- 
ounced his election by the Com- 
munist Party Central Committee 
four days after Mr. Andropov’s 
death. The post of state president, 
also held by Mr. Andropov, rem- 
ains vacant. 

Informed Soviet sources said 
resistance to .Mr. Chernenko from 
former .Andropov supporters in 
the 12-man Politburo was behind 
the unprecedented delay in the 
nomination of a new leader. 

The announcement of the suc- 
cessor to Mr. Andropov was made 
at 2 p.m. (11 (Hi GMT), about an ' 
hour after members of the ruling 
Politburo filed through the House 
of Unions to pay their last respects 
to the departed party leader. 

vlr. Chernenko, the oldest man 
ever named to lead the 1K- 
million-member party, was nom- 
inated by Premier Nikolai A. Tik- 
honov after the 3UU-pIus members 
of the Central Committee obs- 
erved a moment of silence. Mr. 
Chernenko was then unanimously 
elected, the official report of the 
session said. 

Nounger Politburo members, 
groomed by Mr. Andropov, were 
understood to have fought a 
rear-guard action to block Mr. 
Chernenko and w’hat they saw as a 
return to practices of the Bre- 


zhnev era. the sources said. 

Mr. Chernenko is seen to have 
the support of party officials 
whose positions were jeopardised 
by Mr. Andropov’s drive to root 
out inefficiency and renew the sea- 
ior ranks. 

His election was greeted by 
Muscovites with little surprise and 
some indifference. Many people 
believed the choice was -made 
when he was nominated to head 
the Andropov funeral committee 
last Friday. 

Mr. Chernenko, who was in 
charge of ideology and effectively 
the party’s number two, rose high 
in the Kremlin hierarchy as the 
protege of Mr. Brezhnev, whom 
he served as chief of staff for 211 
years; He has a reputation for pol- 
itical orthodoxy. 

In foreign policy he is known to 
support efforts to fun her Easi- 
West detente, though he has little 
experience in the area. One of his 
first [asks will be to greet a stream 
of foreign leaders attending Mr. 
Andropov's burial in Red Square 
Tuesday. 

Pledge to continue policy 

In a long acceptance speech lhat 
contrasted with the brief address 
by Mr. Andropov when he took 
over 15 months ago. Mr. Che- 
rnenko pledged to continue party 
policy. 

He said nobody should doubt 
the Soviet Union’s desire to str- 
engthen its capacity for defence 
“so that we may have the means to 
cool the hoi heads of the military 
adventurists." 

But he added: “The USSR will 
co-operate fully with all states 
which are ready to help relieve 
international tensions with pra- 


ctical deeds, to creaLe in the world 
an atmosphere of trust." 

U.S. and West European lea- 
ders have said they hope the cha- 
nge in Kremlin leadership will 
mark a turning point in East-West 
relations, at their most tense for 
decades. 

Praise for Andropov 

The new leader praised Mr. 
Andropov’s achievements and 
said the best way of paying tribute 
to his memory was by continuing 
the work he started. 

But going into detail, he implied 
there would be a wide rea- 
ssessment of Mr. Andropov’ s app- 
roach to economic reform, which 
was marked by the promotion of 
well-educated technocrats to sen- 
ior party posts linked with the 
economy. 

“The practice of substituting 
economic managers disenchants 
.the cadres. Moreover, this har- 
bours the danger of weakening the 
role of the party committee as a 
body of political guidance.” he 
said. 

“It is necessary to evaluate rea- 
listically what has been achieved 
without exaggerating or belittling 
(the achievements).” he added. 

He also stressed the need for 
social justice in salaries and ben- 
efits under the communist system 
— an apparent criticism of Mr. 
Andropov’s drive to create gre- 
ater material incentives to imp- 
rove productivity in industry and 
agriculture. 

In his prolific articles and spe- 
eches. Mr. Chernenko has made 
dear he believes stronger ide- 
ological and political motivation is 
the key to greater efficiency. 

His last major policy statement, 
a hardline address on ideology to a 
Central Committee gathering last 
June, heralded a crackdown in the 
am and culture. 

Mr. Chernenko made no ref- 
erence in his speech Monday to 
Soviet relations with the dev- 
eloping countries or China. 

Profile of Chernenko on page 4 


Jordanian 
delegation 
leaves for 
Moscow 

AMMAN tJ.T.j — An official' 
Jordanian delegation left Amman 
Monday for Moscow to attend the 
.funeral Tuesday of the laie Soviet 
president. Yuri Andropov. 

The delegation, headed by 
Coun Minister Ad nan Abu Odeh. 
includes Foreign Minister Taher 
AJ Masri and Chief-of- Staff 
Lieutenant-General Fathi Abu 
Taleb. 

Funeral details 


Mr. Andropov's body will be 
lowered into the ground at Mos- 
cow's Red Square at 12:45 p.m. 
(f »V45 G MT ; Tuesday as rifles are 
fired in Moscow and 34 other cit- 
ies. TASS announced Monday. 

Mr. .Andropov's body will be 
carried from the House of Unions, 
two blocks from the Kremlin, to 
Red Square on Tuesday morning. 
In che past, the leader's body has 
been carried in an open coffin 
accompanied by Soviet soldiers, 
family and members of the ruling 
Politburo. 

At 12:45 p.m.. as the body is 
lowered into the ground among 
the Soviet Union's dead heroes, 
rifle volleys will sound in the cap- 
itals of the 1 5 Soviet republics and 
in 2n other cities, including Len- 
ingrad and Stavropol. T ASS said. 
Stavropol is the capital of Mr. 
Andropov's native region. 

The official news agency, pub- 
lishing a report from lhe funeral 
commission headed by Konstantin 
li. Chernenko, also said the work 
of most factories and offices would 
slop for five minutes, and the whi- 
stles of all “ factories, plants, rai- 
lways (and) the vessels of the sea 
and river fleets will hoot in salute 
for three minutes." 

Nations pay last respects to And-J 

repov, page 8 I 


Washington seeks Bush 
and Chernenko meeting 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House said Monday it 
would welcome a meeting bet- 
ween U.S. Vice-President George 
Bush and new Soviet leader Kon- 
stantin Chernenko. 

Mr. Bushl is to attend the fun- 
eral in Moscow Tuesday for Soviet 
President Yuri Andropov, who 
died last Thursday. 

Referring to Mr. Bush's plans, 
the White House said: “At this 
time, he has not scheduled a mee- 
ting with the new general sec- 
retary (Chernenko). We would 
welcome such a meeting." 

A senior administration official 
who asked not to be named said 
that a meeting between Mr. Bush 
and Mr. Chernenko was likely if- 
the Soviet Union followed past 
practice. 

'■’Vice-President Bush will 
stress our commitment to peace 
and, in particular, to the search for 
mutually acceptable agreements 


in his discussions in Moscow” the 
White House said in a statement 
read by Deputy Press Secretary 
Larry Speakes. 

"We invite the new leaders of 
the Soviet Union to work with us 
in establishing a basis for greater 
understanding and constructive 
co-operation.” 

The statement was in keeping 
with the more conciliatory tone 
adopted by President Reagan in 
recent comments on the Soviet 
Union. 

In speeches in the past month. 
Mr. Reagan has dropped the harsh 
language he previously directed 
toward Moscow and asked the 
Kremlin to return to the sus- 
pended talks on nuclear arms con- 
trol. 

Reagan weighs conflicting advice 
on with new Soviet chief, 

page 8 
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His Majesty King Hnssein receives President Hosrti Mubarak at a dinner he 
confers with U.S. President Reagan at the White House Monday [left). 

King begins 
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hosted to honour the Egyptian leader Sunday I right) and 




WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
His Majesty King Hussein met 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
Monday for talks on Middle East 
peace efforts and the situation in 
Lebanon. 

King Hussein's visit to Was- 
hington. following medical tre- 
atment and a vacation in the Uni- 
ted Slates, coincides with a visit by 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak and Mr. Reagan will meet the 
two leaders together at the White 
House Tuesday. 

Mr. Reagan, who is to lunch 
with both King Hussein and Pre- 
sident Mubarak Monday, said his 
meeting with the Jordanian leader 
focused on concerns affecting 
peace in the Middle East. 

U.S.-Jordart co-operation was 
increasingly vital in the face of vio- 
lence in Lebanon, the growing ter- 
rorist threat, and “the ominous 
cloud of war lhat hovers over 


much of the Middle East.” Mr. 
Reagan said as he appeared with 
the King at the White House. 

He said they both believed that 
despite formidable challenges 
there were still opportunities for a 
broader peace in the region. 

The president said King Hus- 
sein was an important force beh- 
ind United Nations Resolution 
242. which calls for Israel's wit- 
hdrawal from Arab territories in 
exchange for recognised borders. 

He said the U.S. commitment to 
Jordan's security was •firm and 
unwavering.” 

“We also agree that terrorism 
cannot be tolerated and that the 
leaders of all states must stand 
together against this new bar- 
barism that threatens civ- 
ilisation.” Mr. Reagan said. 

The president said states that 
condoned terrorism" undermine 


their own legitimacy." 

Mr. Reagan did not specify any 
country, but he has previously 
accused Iranian extremists of 
bombing U.S. Marine hea- 
dquarters in Beirut last October. 

The King and Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. who arrived in Was- 
hington Sunday, hosted a dinner 
in honour of President Hosni 
Mubarak and his wife Sunday- 
night . 

it was the King's second mee- 
ting with Mr. Mubarak since 
Egypt became isolated in the Arab 
World after signing a separate tre- 
ats’ with Israel five years ago. 

They met for talks last year at 
the summit of the Non-Aligned 
Movement in New Delhi. 

This week s discussions are the 
first top level Arab- American 
talks since Mr. Reagan announced 
.plans last week to pull back U.S. 


Marines in Lebanon - * Multi- 
National Force iMSF: from Bei- 
rut airport to ships offshore. 

U.S. officials called ihi> a red- 
upiotment. and not a withdrawal 
signalling reduced commitment to 
the goal of a sovereign, stable 
Lebanon. 

The officials said a red- 
eployment schedule was expected 
to be set this week and Vice- 
President George Bush would 
hold talks with French Preside:. t 
Francois Mitterrand and Italian 
Prime Minister Beitino Crax : after 
attending the Moscow funeral 
Tuesday of Soviet President Yuri 
Andropov. 

The White House talks Monday 
and Tuesday w ill give Mr. Reagan 
an opportunitv to hear at first 
hand how the U.S. troops pull- 
back is seen in the Arab World. 
Officials said no breakthroughs 
were expected at the talks. 


Arafat 
explains 
Cairo visit 

ALGIERS i AP) — Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat said Sunday 
he visited Cairo last December to 
personally thank Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak for his help 
in evacuating embattled PLO loy- 
alists from northern Lebanon. 

Mr. Arafat’s explanation of his 
controversial trip came in a speech 
at opening session of the 9ih con- 
gress of the General Union of Pal- 
estinian students, which concludes 
Saturday in this North African 
capital 

The PLO leader told' app- 
lauding delegates at congress that 
Mr. Mubarak's help in the eva- 
cuation of his forces from Tripoli, 
marked a “veritable violation" of 
the 1979 Camp David accords 
between Egypt and Israel. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Mubarak 
held a surprise meeting in Cairo 
on Dec. 22. two days after Mr. 
Arafat's departure from Tripoli 
following a six- week siege by 
Syrian-backed PLO rebels. 

“It was at my request that Pre- 
sident Mubarak mobilised Egy- 
ptian forces to make Israel allow 
the evacuation of our fighters 
aboard Greek ferry boats,” said 
Mr. Arafat. who later Monday left 
for Moscow to attend Soviet Pre- 
sident Yuri Andropov’s funeral 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Arafat' underlined that 
Egyptian warships also had par- 
ticipated in the protection of the 
PLO evacuees. 


Zia denies plans to make nuclear bomb 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Martial law 
president Mohammad Zia U1 
Haq. speaking amid growing spe- 
culation about Pakistan's nuclear 
policies, said Monday his gov- 
ernment had no plans to make an: 
atomic bomb. 

Pakistan wanted nuclear tec- 
hnology for peaceful ends only’ 
and did not want it for any other 
purpose whatsoever, the official 
APP news agency quoted him as 
saying. 

Commenting on reports Pak- 
istan could now enrich uranium 
and possibly produce an atomic 
bomb. General Zia called on the 
press not to make unnecessary 
publicity. APP said. 

“Pakistan did not have any int- 
ention of making an atomic • 
bomb,” it said in its report on Gen. 
Zia’s comments, made before he 
left for Moscow to attend the fun- 
eral of Soviet President Yuri And- 
ropov. 


Speculation about Pakistan's 
nuclear programme, which was 
launched in the mid-1970s, rev- 
ived last Thursday when Isl- 
amabad's top atomic scientist said 
in an interview that Pakistan had 
broken the West's monopoly on! 
enriching uranium. 


He stressed that Pakistan's nuc- 
lear programme was entirely for 
peaceful purposes. 

Western diplomats said they 
were surprised that Mr. Khan, 
nicknamed in Pakistan as the 
"Father of the Islamic Bomb." 
would be interviewed in the 


Enrichment is a key step in pro- . partially-controlled press. A sim- 
ducing a nuclear bomb, something ilar interview appeared in a wee- 


many Western countries suspect 
Pakistan wants to do, and Mr. 
Khan said his scientists would not 
disappoint the nation if the pre- 
sident gave them “an important 
mission.” 


kiy magazine and a second daily is 
to publish one soon. 

A British journalist was beaten 
up in 1 y79 when he tried to app- 
roach Mr. Khan's Islamabad 
house to meet him. Foreign jou- 


Asked about the interview, pub-, raalists were told this week they 
lished by the Urdu-Ianguage daily could not interview the heavily- 


Nawa-i-Waqt. an official spo-. 
kesman said Sunday it was a sur- 
prise and the government was 
checking it. 

APP quoted Mr. Khan earlier 
Monday as saying his comments 
were being deliberately mis-' 
interpreted for unknown reasons. 


guarded scientist. 

Mr. Khan. 47, was sentenced to 
four years in jail in his absence by 
an Amsterdam court last year for 
attempted theft of uranium enr- 
ichment secrets from a Dutch res- 
earch plant where he once wor- 
ked. He denied the charge. 


VOWS 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Ira- 
nian artillery shelled four Iraqi cit- 
ies Monday and the military 
vowed to retaliate by striking tar- 
gets “deep inside Iranian ter- 
ritory” Baghdad Radio reported. 

A military spokesman, speaking 
over the radio, said the cities of 
Basra, Mandali. Khan 2 quin and 
Kburmal had been shelled, “cau- 
sing loss of life and damage to 
property.” 

“In order to deter the tre- 
acherous Iranian regime and in 
retaliation for its savage, reckless 
practices, we will vehemently str- 
ike selected Iranian largets deep 
inside Iranian territory." the spo- 
kesman said. 

Iran shelled seven Iraqi cities 
and towns on Sunday, and Iraq 
retaliated by firing on four Iranian 
cities. Iraqi officials said the Ira- 
nians killed 14 people and injured 


89. and Iran claimed the Iraqis kil- 
led at least 15 people and wou- 
nded more than 120. 

Both sides forewarned each 
other of the attacks in an effort to 
allow civilians to evacuate tar- 
geted areas. 

The Iranian artillery fire fol- 
lowed an Iraqi attack Saturday on 
the southern Iranian oil city of 
DezfuL XU kilometres east of the 
border. 

Iraq said Sunday Iran had she- 
lled Basra. Mandali and K haq in 
early in the day. killing 1 3 civilians 
and wounding R5 others in Basra. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said that in retaliation for Sun- 
day's bombardments. Iraq att- 
acked the Iranian port of Bandar 
Khomeini at the head of the Gulf, 
along with the oil town of Abadan 
opposite Basra on the Shatt A1 
Arab waterway. Geilan-e-Gharb 


and Sarbil-e-Zahab. 

He said the petro-cheniical 
complex at Bandar Khomeini, 
which was being built with Jap- 
anese co-operation, was also hit 
and severely damaged. 

Iraq said last week it would att- 
ack 1 1 Iranian centres with missile 
and air strikes if Iran continued to 
shell Iraqi border towns. 

Meanwhile. Japan appealed to 
Iraq and Iran Sunday to prevent 
an escalation of their 4U- 
month-oid war. 

Yoshio Hatano. director- 
general of the Foreign Ministry’s 
Middle Eastern and African Aff- 
airs Bureau, made the appeal at 
separate meetings with the amb- 
assadors of both countries, min- 
istry officials said. 


GCC starts 
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BEIRUT iR) — Opposition mil- 
itiamen. Lebanese army troops 
and French forces co-operated 
Monday to open a small gap in the 
“green line" dividing Beirut, and a 
few motorists and pedestrians 
managed to cross for the first lime 
in a week. 

The Lebanese capital had been 
effectively sliced in two since pre- 
dominantly Muslim and leftist mil- 
itias fought a bloody 1 7-hour bat- 
tle to seize mainly Muslim west 
Beirut from army control. 

Since then the militias have 
been fighting localised battles day 
and night along the “green line." 
preventing almost all private and 
commercial crossings and causing 
west Beirut to run short of some 
essentia] supplies. 

On Monday, the warring fac- 
tions. aided by French troops, 
opened a muddy, single-lane road 
at Barbir. about three kilometres 
southeast of the city centre, and 


for a few hours traffic crawled 
between the two sides of the div- 
ided city. 

French soldiers controlled the 
traffic, which travellers described 
as extremely slow and chaotic. 
Groups of militiamen of the Mou- 
rabiioun and Shi’ite Muslim 
“Amal” movement also directed a 
traffic on the western approaches.. 

At one stage the French closed 
the crossing point because of arg- 
uments about whether food trucks 
should be allowed into west Bei- 
rut. But eventually the vehicles 
were allowed through. 

Amal militia leader Nabih Berri 
said 220 tonnes of flour had come 
through Monday, plus petrol, fuel 
oil and badly needed oxygen for 
hospitals. 

Mr. Berri said he hoped a sec- 
ond crossing, by Beirut port, 
would open in a few hours. He also 
hoped the coastal road to the 
south would be passable within 


two days and that Beirut airport 
could resume operations within a 
week. * 

Saudi-Lebanese mediator 
Rafiq A1 Hariri arrived in Beirut 
Monday from Riyadh, and radio 
stations said he was going later to 
Damascus lo brief Syrian leaders 
about the latest attitudes of Leb- 
anese and Saudi leaders towards a 
political settlement. 

President Amin Gem aye 1 has 
produced a new 2*-point reform 
plan, including greater power- 
sharing for Muslims, which he 
hopes lo present to a resumed nat- 
ional reconciliation conference in 
Geneva before the end of the 
month. 


Lebanese await political moves: 
France ready to withdraw From 
Beirut; U.S. willing to provide new 
aid to Lebanon; Beirut Marines 
reduced to 1.000 men, page 2 


PARIS { R) — Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel said in a television - 
interview broadcast Monday that 
he would not bow to opposition 
demands for his resignation. 

“1 stress this. What counts is 
continuity.” Mr. Gemayel told 


Gemayel said. 

Asked if this meant he would 
not resign, he said:“Thar’sclear.” 
In the interview, which was rec- 
■orde-d Sunday. Mr. Gemayel also 
commented on the U.S. decision 
to re-deploy its troops from Beirut 


French Television reporters at his' to U.S. warships offshore. 


palace in the Beirut suburb of 
Baabda. Shellfire could be heard 
outside. 

This is a democracy. I was ele- 
cted by the parliament and 1 am 
here to take on responsibility for 
the country... it is up to the ins- 
titutions to decide. As for me, I 
shall continue to defend these ins- 
titutions, to protect them.” Mr. 


“President Reagan continues to 
support Lebanon and perhaps his 
new decision w31 be better for us 
because the Marines on the gro- 
und were not very efficient.” he 
said. “This way the Marines will 
perhaps have more freedom of 
movement." 

Asked whether he thought mil- 
itary intervention by the Israelis 


could be a possible last reson if the 
Lebanese crisis worsened. Mr. 
Gemayel said there could be no 
military solution to the conflict. 

“Only agreement between 
Lebanese could save Lebanon." 
he said. "We are working on this 
agreement between Lebanese 
and. believe me. we have made 
major progress forward despite all 
you see around you.” 

He added: "The fact that the 
institutions are still working is alr- 
eady a big sign. We are in contact 
with the different parties here and 
we can hope to reach a solution to 
this bloody conflict quite rapidly.” 
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Lebanon awaits political 
moves after fierce fighting 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon waited in uneasy calm 
Monday for tbe political outcome of last week's mil- 
itary victory by opposition militias in west Beirut. 


Fighting subsided Sunday, 
along the so-called Green Line 
dividing east Beirut from the wes- 
tern sector and traffic moved both 
ways at a single crossing point 
opened by French troops. 

But shelling duels continued in 
the nearby Shouf Mountains and 
there was fighting after dark along 
the Green Line between the army 
and militias, who seized west Bei- 
rut a week ago. 

There was still no clear ind- 
ication what political benefit the 
opposition would reap from the 
victory. 

Despite their success. Shi'iie 
and Druze militia leaders seemed 
in lack the political support nee- 
ded to force the resignation of 
President Amin Gemavel and 


they have toned down or dropped 
outright demands for his removal. 

Political sources said the pre- 
sident was awaiting an American 
decision on whether Washington 
would agree to cancellation of 
Lebanon's troop withdrawal agr- 
eement with Israel signed last May 
17. 

Oppbstti 011 ‘ leaders have ind- 
icated cancellation of the U.S.- 
mediated accord is the key to ope- 
ning the way to a broader political 
dialogue. 

The accord has been a thorny 
issue since it was signed. Its can- 
cellation has been a principal 
demand of the Syrian-backed 
opposition and Syria itself, bec- 
ause it would legalise a permanent 
Israeli security presence in sou- 


thern Lebanon. 

Mr. Gem ay el has long refused 
ratification, but he has also ref- 
used cancellation, because the 
accord binds Israel eventually to 
withdraw. He wants guarantees 
that Syria will pull out its troops if' 
the Israelis go. 

But under recent heavy pre- 
ssure Mr. Gemayel has made clear 
he would be prepared to discuss 
any alternative to the accord that 
would rid Lebanon of SyTian and 
Israeli troops. 


Former President Camille 
Chamoun. warned that many 
Lebanese wanted the agreement 
ratified as “the only means of lib- 
erating Lebanese territory... from 
Israeli occupation.” 



GCC chiefs-of-stai 
start 3-day meeting 


DOHA ( R) — The chiefc-of-siaJf 
of the six member countries of the 
Gulf Co-operation Council 
(GCC) started a three-day mee- 
ting Monday with calls lor more 
military co-operation to defend 
their oil-rich region from “ nearby 
wars." 

In his opening •address. Qatar’s 
chief-of-suff. Colonel Mubarak 
lbn Abdul Rahman A1 Thaoi, 
expressed hope that the meeting 
would adopt positive resolutions 
“to meet the aspirations of the 
governments and the peoples of- 
the region for maintaining sec- 
urity.*’ 

The meeting, due to discuss an 


integrated de&xKx ;sbaiegjr and 
joint military co-operattoi^- fe 
being held as Iraq and iraa report 
a serious flare-lip » thcir--4o_ 
month-old Goifjvar/ " ‘ 

The GCC. set up orate than two 
years ago to promote defers* a®} 
economic integration, com prises 
Saudi Arabi^Kuwau, thgjj jated 
Arab Emirates {UAE>. Oman. 
Qatar and Bahrain. 

• Monday's’ session alscrfearda. 
call by GCC SeaStBy-Genbsl 
Abdullah Yafcoub Bishara - for 
concerted efforts achieve 
“self-reliance: in military and 
other fields and to back words 
with deeds.” : 


A French soldier watches a Red Cross convoy of 
eight trucks as they cross Beirut’s Green Line under 
French protection, Sunday alter a week of heavy 


fi ghting had cut off west Beirut from the rest of 
Lebanon (AP wire photo). 


Newsweek says Gemayel, 
Assad agree to peace plan 


He said: “Abrogation of the 
agreement exposes this vast pan 
of Lebanon to a long and maybe 
final occupation. 


U.S. to provide new aid to Lebanon 


France ready to withdraw from Beirut 


PARIS (Agencies! — President 
Francois Mitterrand said Sunday 
night he "remains ready" to wit- 
hdraw French forces from Leb- 
anon. although he has not yet. 
given such an order. 

In an interview with the French 
television network TF1 . Mr. Mit- 
terrand vowed not to risk “the 
lives of our soldiers any longer 
than necessary." 

France has about 1 .2*0 soldiers 
in the Multinational Force in Bei- 
rut. 

“The replacement of the Mul- 
tinational Force by the United 
Nations is a necessity if we want to 
avoid massacres.” Mr. Mitterrand 
said. 


Stressing that France has “no 
enemies in Lebanon." Mr. Mit- 
terrand said France would remain* 
“loyal" to the Lebanese president. 
Amin GemayeL but noted that 
Mr. Gemayel’s situation “is very 
compromised.” He said France 
has “cordial” relations with the 
leaders of all Lebanese factions. 

For the first time. Mr. Mit- 
terrand gave public praise to' 
Nabih Berri. the leader of the 
Shfite Muslim forces that drove 
the Lebanese army from west Bei- 
rut last week. 

“Those who won the battle for 
west Beirut, behind Nabih Bern ... 
showed a great sense of res- 
ponsibility." Mr. Mitterrand said. 


Mr. Mitterrand also defended 
his decision to send 3.U00 French 
troops into Chad last August to 
support Chad's President Hissene 
Habre against Libyan-backed 
rebels, saying the French pre- 
sences justified because “Libya 
occupies” the northern half of 
Chad. 


He said the French troops were 
sent to Chad in response to “the 
general request of North Africa" 
and that no African nation wants 
“the Libyan army as its nei- 
ghbour." 


Mr. Mitterrand added that he 
was in telephone contact with the 
leaders of all sides. 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — U.S. 
Vice-President George Bush ann- 
ounced Monday that the United 
States would provide new anti- 
terrorist aid to the Lebanese gov- 
ernment. 

He was speaking after a brief 
official visit to Luxembourg and 
before flying to Moscow for the 
funeral Tuesday of Soviet leader 
Yuri Andropov. 

On Lebanon. Mr. Bush told a 
news conference he hoped other 
countries contributing to the Mul- 
tinational force in Beirut would 
join in the effort to combat ter- 
rorism. 

“The Gemayel government has 
requested some help from the 
U.S. and they will sure get it,” he • 
said. 

Mr. Bush said U.S. forces in 
Lebanon were being redeployed, 
not withdrawn, and anti-terrorist 


training would be “going in” to 
the country. 

He did not elaborate on the 
form the training would take or. 
say who was behind terrorist acts, 
which he said were making peace 
in the Middle East very hard to 
achieve. 

Mr. Bush said democratic cou- 
ntries would be on a slippery slope 
if they allowed their foreign policy 
to be influenced by international 
terrorists such as those who drove 
trucks laden with dynamite “with 
passports to heaven if you blow 
yourself up.” 

Mr. Bush said there had been an 
increase in international ter- 
rorism, culminating recently in the 
truck bombing of U.S. Marine 
headquarters in Beirut last Oct- 
ober in which more than 2 (in 
Americans died. 

He said diplomacy had been 


ineffective in fighting int- 
ernational terror and he was not 
"naive enough to think it could eas- 
ily be contained. 

Mr. Bush, who visited Britain at 
the weekend, will go to Italy and 
France, the other two member 
countries of the Multinational 
Force, after the funeral in Mos- 
cow. 

He said the future of the force 
and the Middle East situation 
generally would be the main topic 
when he visits Rome and Paris for 
talks with Prime Minister Bettino 
Craxi and President Francois Mit- 
terrand. 

On the planned anti-terrorist 
aid Mr. Bush said: “We would 
hope that others in the Mul- 
tinational Force would join in 
that. Some have great expertise in 
it.'* 


NEW YORK (R) — Saudi off- 
icials say they have persuaded 
Lebanese President Amin Gem- 
ayel to accept a new eight-point 
peace plan in which be would yield 
to his adversaries’ two main dem- 
ands. according to. Newsweek 
magazine. 

The Saudi-proposed deal, New- 
sweek said in its latest issue, calls 
for Mr. GemayeTs government to 
renounce the May 1 7 withdrawal 
agreement with Israel and to offer 
Mr. GemayeT s Syrian-backed riv- 
als a new power-sharing arr- 
angement. 

The magazine said Saudi Med- 
iator Rafik Hariri arrived in Bei- 
rut with a half-page draft of the 
agreement last week, while Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud flew 
to Damascus with another copy. 

The Saudi officials were quoted 
by Newsweek assaying that Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad had 
agreed to the scheme and that they 


were prepared to go ahead with it 
without approval from Was- 
hington. . V . 

Newsweek said U.S,’ Secretary 
of State George Shultz appeared 
reluctant to scrap (he .Lebanese* 
Israeli withdrawal agreement, but 
it quoted administration sources 
as saying he recognised that Mr. 
Gemayel may have no other way 
of surviving. 

Newsweek said the plan also 
calls for the withdrawal of an for- 
eign - forces from Lebanon, 

it said Israel may not gb along 
with the agreement without an 
iron-clad guarantee that Mr. 
Assad wilt pull his 5H.0uiT troops 
in Lebanon back to Syria, 

It noted that Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir strongly hin- 
ted last week that Lebanese abr- 
ogation of the May 17 agreement 
would result ih a permanent Isr- 
aeli presence in southern Leb- 
anon. 


U.S. Marines in Beirut being reduced to 1,000 men shamir: Israel P art of an v Mideast P lan 

T ^i- t a . ini rv_ r ul a l a 2 j * 


BEIRUT.Lebanon (AP) — The 
U.S. Marines in Beirut are cutting 
their strength ashore to about 
1 .ill Hi men — what will likely be 
the smallest American force bef- 
ore President Ronald Reagan's 
order for a complete pullback lo 
6th Fleet ships is fulfilled. 

Jeeps and trucks stream in and 
out of the heavily fortified gate 
near the Beirut International ‘Ab- 
port terminal, loaded ■witb craieS 
and boxes. Extra supplies! equ- 
ipment and personal gear are 
being ferried by helicopter back 
aboard the U.S. navy ships off the 
coast. 

In New York. Secretary of Def- 
ence Caspar Weinberger said in a 
televised interview programme 
Sunday that “a substantial num- 
ber" of Marines will probably be 
withdrawn by the end of February 
- and it is possible that all" will be 
out within 3(> days." 

Here in Beirut, the former hea- 
dquarters complex, next to the 
remains of the building destroyed 
by a truck-bomb Oct. 23. is nearly 
empty, with only a few Marines 
visible. 

The cutback, part of a plan 
made long before Mr. Reagan's 
decision to withdraw America's 
cnntin&cnt ot the Multinational 


Force in Lebanon to the ships, has 
meant pulling in the Marines' per- 
imeter at the Beirut International 
Airport. Once deployed all the 
way around the runways, the Mar- 
ines soon will hold only one side 
towards the beach, plus a short 
stretch across the south end of the ‘ 
main runway, according to Wes- 
tern military sources. . 


Thc.^witihirawal has been gra- 
ual. as fight ine — and danger to 


dual, as fight jng — and danger to 
Marines — ‘has increased. 


weeks ago to thin out “support" 
personnel — the clerks, cooks, 
mechanics and other headquarters 
Marines backing up the “line” 
troops and making up almost half 
the 22nd Marine amphibious 
unit’s 2,(Mi(l-man strength. That 
redeployment to five navy ships 
offshore is almost complete. 

. That leaves about . four . com= 
patties of line troops at the airport, 
plus a thinned-dpwn headquarters 


Th^'lAhiericans had maintained 
a peak of about 1 ,6lK) men ashore 
since they arrived in August 1 982. 

First to go was the isolated 
company that held an area around 
the Lebanese University Science 
Centre about two kilometres east 
of the airport compound itself. 
That company was separated from 
the main Marine compound by the 
Shi'iie quarter of Hay A1 Sellum. 
and bordered both that village and 
The company also ran several 
joint Lebanese army- Marine che- 
ckpoints on small roads. But as the 
militias fought the army, the Mar- 
ines were repeatedly dragged in. 
The checkpoints were withdrawn, 
and finally the university centre 
was turned over to the Lebanese 
army last October. 

Next came the order a few 


staff. A bulling complex at the 
airport used by the Marines since 


the first unit arrived here 18 
months ago is being abandoned, 
and the company guarding it 
moved closer to the beach and 
away from most of the fighting 
among neighbouring Lebanese 
factions. 

All the Marines now live in deep 
underground bunkers, built over 
the past weeks of sporadic shelling 
and fighting. 

One platoon of about 65 Mar- 
ines is stationed in downtown west 
Beirut, at the British and Ame- 
rican embassies. There, the sea- 
front Comich Boulevard has been 
cut off by a cement wall at both 
ends of the embassy area. 

Several amphibious armoured 
vehicles reinforce the Marines at 
the embassies, and a special “air 


defence” unit has been set up with 
small anti-aircraft missiles on the 
roofs of the two main buildings. 
The move followed reports that 
radical Shf ites might try to dash a 
plane loaded with explosives into 
the area. 

When the final redeployment is 
ordered for the main Marine 
force, 50.yrces.said the Marine pla- 
I toon at the embassy would stay 
! until and unless the embassy was 
j completely abandoned. The dip- 
lomatic staff has been cut by about 
half, to approximately 50 people. 

The “i,0C)0-raan plan.” which 
keeps only line of combat troops 
and a minimum of staff and sup- 
port workers on shore, will likely 
be retained until final withdrawal, 
a Western military source said. 
The complete withdrawal to the 
6th Reel ships offshore is not exp- 
ected soon, however. 

The Marine unit is scheduled to 
be replaced in April, when a new 
unit arrives, and the sources ind- 
icated that would be a good time 
to complete the pullouL 

In Sunday’s remarks, however. 
Mr. Weinberger said the Marines 
could return to tha war-torn city, 
should circumstadKs change. 
Declaring that the ‘^mandate*’ for 
the Multinational Force till exists. 


he said the Marines “will go back 
to their original mission.” if a new 
withdrawal agreement is struck 
among the conflicting parries. 

Last week's takeover of West 
Beirut and the southern suburbs 
by Muslim and leftist militiamen 
and the disintegration of the Leb- 
anese army « presenting the Mar- • 
ines with one problem they hadn' t 
expected — what to do with the 
vast network of- bunkers and for- 
tifications of cement, barbed wire : 
and millions of sandbags they have 
built. 

The Marines have spent months 
fortifying the area they hold. High 
earthen barricades reinforced 
with dozens of huge cement blocks 
line the airport road. Steel and 
cement double gates guard the 
main entrance. A tarmac parking 
lot. crossed Oct. 23 by the suicide 
truck-bomber on his bloody mis- 
sion. is now blocked. 

Each main position around the 
airport is deeply dug in. with thick 
observation and fighting posts of 
sandbags, tangles of barbed wire 
and bunkers. 

If the Marines just abandon 
these positions, the surrounding 
militiamen will certainly take 
them over. Once in. they would be 
nearly impossible to dislodge. 


TEL AVIV ( AP 1 — On the eve of 
a summit meeting in Washington 
between leaders of the United Sta- 
tes, Egypt and Jordan, Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir warned that 
Israel could not be overlooked in 
any Middle East peace talks. 

Speaking Sunday to activists of 
his Herat Party from the United 
States. Shamir said that “ any deb- 

- ate on pespC irrtbe 

cannot be.CQFnpIe.te and.prg^ipai. 
without ls5^F.S ; pattit^tipn-' - - y 
- Mr. Shamir told his audience 
that any such debate woutd have 
to be based on the U.S.-sponsored. 
1979 Camp David peace agr- 
eement between Israel and Egypt. 
Mr. Shamir appeared to be sig- 
nalling the Americans once again 
that Israel would Tejecl any blu- 
eprint for peace based on Pre- 
sident Reagan’s 1982 Mideast 
proposals, calling the Camp David 
treaty “the only realistic plan." 

The accords call for Israel to 
grant Palestinians in the occupied- 
West Bank autonomy during a 
•five-year period. The Reagan plan 
calls for a Palestinian entity in the 
occupied West Bank in con- 
junction with Jordan. 

- Mr. Shamir’s warning came 
after Israel reacted with anger in 
recent months to signs that both 
Egypt and Jordan were renewing 


their ties with Yasser Arafat, lea- 
der of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

Mr. Shamir also appealed to tbe 
Soviet Union to join in direct 
peace talks with Israel, although 
the Soviets have said they would 
not renew their diplomatic ties 
with Israel until it returned the 
' lands captured in 1967. 

. Mr* Shamir -urged' the post- 
Andropov leadership at the Kre- 
mlin to “revise their Mideast pol- 
icy and reaph the conclusion that a 
free and direct dialogue must be 
established” with Israel. 

Referring to news reports that 
Syrian pressure may force Leb- 
anese President Amin Gemayel to 
abrogate the 1983 treaty with Isr- 
ael in OTdeT to slay in power. Mz. 
Shamir said Israel would view 
such a move*’ in the gravest light." 

Cabiaei Secretary Dan Meridor 
warned Sunday that cancellation 
of the agreement allowing Israel 
security guarantees in South Leb- 
anon in return for an eventual Isr- 
ael withdrawal from the area, 
would be “a dangerous precedent 
to whoever wants to see the con- 
tinuation of the peace process.” 

He denied reports that Lebanon 
or the United States had asked 
Israel for help in shoring up the 
Gemayel government. 


Mr. Meridor spoke after the 
weekly cabinet meeting at which 
the ministers were briefed on opt- ■ 
ions for a partial Israeli pullback in 
South Lebanon and began a 
wide-ranging reassessment of Isr- 
ael's policy m Lebanon. 

News reports here suggested 
three possible points to which Isr- 
ael could withdraw from its cur- 
rent iAwali River line north of- > 
Sidpn. to lessen -itp casual ties m^d-' 
lower its expenses. A pullback to 
.the Zahrani River 12 kilometres 
to the south, a retreat to the LHani 
River 30 kilometres to the south, a 
withdrawal from Sidon, the port 
city where Israel troops have come 
under particularly heavy com- 
mando attacks. 


Shamir’s popularity 
drops sharply 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir's popularity 
has dropped sharply in the pas 
month, a public opinion poll ind- 
icated Monday. The poll, pub- 
lished in the daily HaareL ind- 
icated that only 30.3 per ceDt of 
1,20(1 adults polled though Mr. 
Shamir was doing a good job at the 
end of January. This compared 
with 45.6 per cent in December. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


• "Orientalists” original paintings, at 
the Alia An Gallery. 


* Photos of Jordan by Ms. Jodi Cobb at 
the Hotel Jordan Intereominenia] at 
5:00 pjn. 


* "French paintings” by Father Bez- 
dikianat the Marriott Hotel aifrrOO pjn. 


Lowdbdeh. Openin g boon: 10.00 a_m. 
130 p.m- and 330 pjn. - 6X10 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday*. TeL 30128. 

MtyW MemeHal H-ej Mama): 
C o ll e cti on of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sport* City. Amman. Opening boon 9 
ajm.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

fr pd n Life af Jordan >*■«. 10u to 

150 year old items auch aa costume*, 
weapons, muaical instruments, etc. 
Opening boon: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This Information It supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Aha 
International Airport teL (08) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. . 


Cairo (MSI 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Bangkok. (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 


EMERGENCIES 


ARRIVALS 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


FILM 


SERVICE CLUBS 


• "Tint in" starts at 4:00 p.m. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre TeL 

American Centre 

American Centre libraril ... 

British Council — 

French Cultural Centre — ... 

Goethe Inciting 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre. ...... 

Turkish Cultural Centre — 

HayaAns Centre 

Humcm Youth City 

Y.W.C-A- 

V.W.MA 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
University of Jordan Library 


661026(7 
.... 44371 

41520 

36147-8 
37009 
.... 41993 
... 44203 
.... 24049 
.... 39777 
.. 665195 
.. 667181 
... 41793 
.. 664251 
36111 
843553 


Una* Amman CS*. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at tbe Tvche 
HoteL 130 p.m. 

Umh P hB m lcIp fr h Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday u 
-the Amman Marriott HoteL 1 .30 p.m. 

Ba«ary CM. Meetings- 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
130 p.m. 


CHURCHES 


MUSEUMS 


Mhn hfaaesm: Jewelry god cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Abo 
froro Madaba and Jeraah (4th to 18th 
centunesj. The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. $U60. 

Jordaa Arehncuio^cai Mwnw Ha an 
‘excellent coDectioa of the ■■nqir=tim of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel HU)). 
Opening boura: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.nj. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a_m. 
4.00 p.fi&.l. Closed Tuesdays. 

Jnrdn Maria— iCrfbty : Contains a co(- 
leoion of paintings, ccramka. and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Isla . artists 

from most of the Muslim countries and a 
eoOectioa of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artbu. Mumazah. Jabal 


SL Joseph Choreh (Roman Catholic I 
Jabal Amman. leL 24590. 

Cbacrih of the Aanodattam (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwctodnh. 37440. 

De la Sale Ctaareh (Roman Catholic) 
Jrtal Hussein, 661757. 

Chaatfr a t the A aw d ^l aa (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdah. 23541. 

AagBeM Chan* (Cbnrdi of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559. 
Armenian Catholic Ctarafr Ashrafieh. 
71331. 

AHHataa Orthodox Orach Aihrafieh. 
75261. 

9L Ephrafca Chareh (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

A m am a tatrraalluaal Ckonh (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisadi. 663249. 


Cairo IMS) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Kuwait (Tunisian Air) 

Jeddah (RJ)- 

Dhabran, Kuwait (RJ! 

Cairo (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Dhahran, Riyadh (Saudis) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Bucharest. Istanbul (RJ) 

Laraaca (RJT) 

Amsterdam (KLM) 

— New York, Vienna fRJ! 

Frankfurt. Damascus (RJl 

Baghdad (LA) 

— .... London. Paris (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

............. Cairo (MS) 

Athens (OA) 

Rome. Damascus (Alitalia) 

.... Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 

— Cairo (RJ) 

—..Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo l MS) 


Local sen/buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 66.9' 673 

Dutch guilder 121.5/ 1223 

Egyptian guinea - 3211.6/ 324.6 

French franc 44.5/ 44 Jh 

Irani dinar 367.6/ 375.6 

Italian lire (for I«0| 223/ 22.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 160.1/ 161.1 

Kuwaiti dinar — 1275.6/ 12*03 

Lebanese lira 62.6/ 63.6 

Oman; riyal 1(17*3/ 10*33 

Qatari riyal 102.6/ 103 

Saudi riyal 1U6.W 1073 

Swedish crown 46.3 1 46.6 


Ambulance 

Firstaid, fire, police — 

Blood bank 

Civil Defence rescue . — 

Fire headquarters 

Police rescue 192. 

Police headquarters 

Traffic police — 

Electric Power Co. 

Municipal water service 
Queen Aha Idl Airport 


193, 75111 

199 

75121 

- 661111 

22090-3 

21111,37777 

- - 39141 

56390-1 

363*1-2 

711 25-* 

.. (OR) 53333 


HOSPITALS 


Swiss franc 16 *3/ 1693 


Syrian lira ...55/ 55.9 

UAE dirham 102/ 1023 

U.K. sterling pound — 531.6/ 534.* 

U.S. dollar 375/ 377 

W. German murk 137/ 137.* 


Hussein Medical Centre - *13*13-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 442*1-4 
AJcHeh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

MaDuaJ. Amnun ...... 36I4U 

Palestine, Shmenani - 664171-4 

Shmeisaol Hospital 669131 

University Hospital R45R45 

Dar Ai-Shifa. J. Hussein 1 66715* 

Al-Muashor Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

Ai-Alili. Abdali - 664164 

Italian, Al-Muhajrecn — - 77101-3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Army. Maria .....: 91611 



Daiwisb pharmacy 

Wadi Nasr pharmacy . 
Ttawand pharmacy — 
Gfaaasan pharmacy — 

25091 

.56196 




667079 


_ R13RT3 


...... 22051 


j ..221123 


1KB ID 

2624 

Al Far pharmacy — 3661 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mou» Taha Odeh 
A! Shifa pharmacy - 


GENERAL 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Rhati Mizawi 


9478*. 25*09 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourim 

Hotel complaints 

Price complaints .... 

Telephone: 

Information ............. . 

Jordan and Middle East oifis 

Overseas calb 

Cable or tele gram 

Repair service 


. 73111 
- 74111 
. 42311 

666412 

661176 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


DEPARTURES: 


MARKET PRICES 


PRAYER TIMES 


M56 

06:21 

11J8 

14*6 

1730 

1*45 


Fijr 

(Sunrise) Shunuj 

Dhuhr 

- — ,’A«r 

— Maghreb 

... hha 


19M _. 
18:45 .... 
II M .... 
UJf 
11*38 ... 
12:14 ... 
1338 
12#45 _ 
14J8 .... 
1*46 
1M8 
1 Ml ... 


Cairo (RJ) 

Damascus (RJl 

Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Cairo (MSl 

Tripoli (RJF 

Cabo, Tunis (Tuninn Air) 

mm Vienna. New York (RJl 

Athens. Copenhagen IRJ) 

Cairo (RJl 

Riyadh. Dhahran ( Saudis 1 

Rome, Madrid (RJ) 

Laraaca (RJj 

Cairo (MS) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Kuwait Dhahran (RJ) 

- Baghdad (1A) 


As a coid front approaches Jordan, h 
wiO be cold, partly cloudy to cloudy, 
with ram, aod there will be snowfall in 
the hilly regions. Winds will be weHeily 
moderate to fresh. In Aqaba, it will be 
partly cloudy. withVatrered showers. 
Southerly winds wifl be freshening at 
limes and tbe seas wavy. 


Lowlhigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 3> * 

Aqaba WlS 

Deaert* 2/Hl 

Jordan Valley 7/17 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 96. Aqaba 193. Humidity 
reading Amman 40 per cent Aqaba 
3R pa- cent. 


Apple (Doable Red) .. 

Apple (Golden) 

Apple (Slaricen) 

Apple (Smith} ....mm.... 

Apple (local) 

Banana 

Banana (Mokanunar) . 
Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrol ..... 

Cauliflower (white) „.. 

Cucumber (large) 

Cocumber (small) 

Dues 

EfflPhuu 0«BO) 

Eggplant (small) .mm 

Figs — 


450/400' 

A5t) ) 400 

450/400 

450./ 400 

— 220 / 1*0 
. — 2*0 / 240 

240/210 

280/240 

70/ SO 

140/110 

70 » 50 

— 170'120 
m.m. 250 /-2(JU 

1*0/150 

100/ 70 

140/luO 

400/300 


Garik 

Grapes (white) .......... 

Grapes (black) 

Grapefruit 

Guava ..... 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Mamw (small) 

Mallow 

Olives ... 

Onion (d»y) 

Okra 

Oranges (Abo Surra) -. 
Oranges (Shammomi) . 


Pepper {sweet) 

Pepper (hot green) 

Potatoes ..... 


......320 / 240 

.—..700/600 

700/600 

90/ 60 

4(K>/300 

. — 130/ 100 
— ■ 90/ 60 
. — 140/110 
m_^. 140/fOO 
- — 3S0/ 200. 

160/130 

— ,150/ 100 

240 /ISO 

1*0/ 130 

800/750 
- — 480/440 
- — 520/480 
—.,220 '180 









1 . 
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news 

abinet endorses land 
sale death sentences 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The cabinet has approved the military court 
to ******** 20 P'opte from occupied 
VVest Bank after they had been convicted of seDins lands to the Israeli 

enemy. 

Tie cabinet also confirmed that all their moveable and immoveable 
property should be confiscated and. again in line with the military 
court judgement, considered the sales null and void. 

In trying the original case, the milrtary court had acquitted the 
three -other defendants. 

Ttase sentenced to death were Naser Mas’oud A! Shunnar. Jamal 
pdeh Abu Mardeh. Mohammad Jameel Bal'awi and Yousef Soudah 
fro® Toulkarem. and Mohammad Salem Mohammad Arab AJ 
Ba«a. dso known as Mohammad Salem A1 Hweiti, Sa’id Abdul 
Fattah Mas oud. Amneh Mohammad Abdel Rahman A1 DweOa. Fat- 
hia Abdul Fattah Mas’oud Sa’id Ibrahim afl from the neighbouring 
town of Dannaba. 6 

Also sentenced to death by the military court were Ahmad Ham dan 
Hamdan Ai Fnkahaa. also known as Al Breinri, Hassan Hamdan 
Hamdan AI Fukahaa Yousef Shu'eib and Mahmoud Kayed Thutthein 
ail from Kufrelabad in Toulkarera and Ahmad Anees Jaradat from 
Jenin and Mohammad Musbah Dauod Hawwash, Mohammad Yousef 
Amin Mohammad Amin and Subhi Amin Qamhawi from Nablus. 

Ghazi Mohammad Badawi Awwad from Awarta near Nablns and 
Fayez Yousef Mahmoud Mustafa from the Balata refugee camp in 
Nablus were also sentenced to death. 

The court acquitted Rabab Fahirn Ahmad Al Qadhi Al Sarghali. 
and Fareed Sa’id Al Qarout from Toulkarem and Rashad Sa’id 
Haw wash from Nablus. 

A special court to try those suspected of selling land to Israel was 
formed in 1973 after which a special law Tor the prevention of fanrf 
sales to Israel was passed in June 1973. making the death penalty 
mandatory for such transgressions. The purpose of are to pro- 
hibit the sale of lands to Israel either directly or through brokers. 

Before this law was issued, those selling land to Israel were sen- 
tenced to 10 year imprisonment with hard labour. 
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CREl>EN HALS PRESEN TEO: For-i 

eign Minister Taber Masri (right) receives in his 
office Monday morning the non-resident amb- 


assador from Guinea. Amirov DiaHo, and a copy of 
his credentials (Petra photo) 


Talks with E.C. seek 
greater energy links 


A 'I MAN (Petra • Economic 
talks between Jordan and a vis- 
iting European Community 
i E.C. delegation, which arrived 
Sunday night, began Monday at 
ihc National Planning Council 
i MV . 

• discussions dealt with 
Jordanian- E.C. relations as well 
as projects being implemented in 
Iordan with E.C. contributions in 
the agriculture, education and 
vocal tonal training fields. Projects 
which the E.C. can contribute to in 
the luturc were also reviewed. 

I hc Jordanian side at the talks 
was led by NPC President Omar 
Abdallah Dakhqan while the E.C. 
team was leJ by head of its Middle 
East department Robert Bismlfi. 

Meanwhile, the E.C. delegation 
Monday paid a visit to the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA . 
where it met JEA director- 
general. )r. Hisham Khatib. Voc- 
ational training Corporation 
Director-General slumber Al 


vlasri. Marwan Bushnaq the tec- 
hnical manager at the Jordanian 
Electric Power Company 
(JEPCO - . director ot the solar 
energy research centre at the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS . 
production depart me nt manager 
at the NPC and senior JEA off- 
icials. 

Hie delegation was briefed on 
energy anJ electricity pro- 
grammes in Jordan in general and 
on JEA projects and activities in 
particular. They also exchanged 
views on the possibility of str- 
engthening co-operation between 
Jordan and the E.C. in the fields ot 
energy and technology transfer. 

The delegation was acc- 
ompanied during the v isit by Jor- 
danian Ambassador to Belgium 
Hassan Abu Ne'ma. 

Later on in the visit, the del- 
egation is scheduled to pay field 
visits to inspect a number of the 
joint projects. 


Father 
Bezdikian 
exhibition to 
open today 


A M MAN (J.f.' - An exhibition 
of paintings by prominent 
Franco- American Artist Eat her 
Bezdikian will be opened Tuesday 
at 6 p.m .under the patronage of 
Minigtat^of Culture. Youth and 
iquities Abdullah ‘Oweidai at 
ie Amman Marriott Hotel. 

Father Bezdikian is famous for 
his French vernissage paintings 
from the avant garde period, and 
his distinctive style of painting and 
mode of expression. 

The exhibition, which will inc- 
lude 50 pieces of art. was org- 
anised by the French Cultural 
Centre in co-operation with the 
Marriott Hotel. The exhibition 
will be open to the public until 
Tuesday. Feb. 21 . 



Father Bezdikian 


Smart police work solves thefts 


AMvlANl.l l'. - The police Iasi 
week arrested two gangs ot rob- 
bers who had committed several 
thefts in the Shmeisani and Lin 
Lthaina areas of the capital, acc- 
ording in a report in the Al Ra’i 
Arabic Jaily newspaper. 

The first band compriscJ two 
people identified only as Moh- 
ammad A.Kti.. 22. and Ahmad 
Sh.. 2 1 . who helped rob more than 
12 houses, two of which were 
owned by their relatives, a police 
spokesman said. 


had been burgled. 

The contents of one of the bed- 
rooms was strewn arOund and 
jewels and a pistol were dis- 
covered by the inhabitants to be 
missing. 

The police discovered that the 
criminals had used the correct key 
to the door in gaining entrance. 
Therefore they went to the man's 
place of work the following day 
and. after interrogating his wor- 


Both thieves knew each other 

• : 

i 

when they were students at the 

Schneller School, but did not stay 

1 

r\ 

in contact, only meeting again at a 

i / V ' 

cafe in Amman, he saiJ. They sto- 

/■; ; a 

le jewelry valued at several tho- 

/ > i * i 

usands of Jordanian dinars in add- 

• * i 

U I 

! i *■ 

ition to large amounts of the cash. 

the spokesman said. 

The second band also com- 

| * t 

prised of two thieves, identified 

' \ •/ 
\ 

only as A J. and J.M. who were 


also arrested last week only 12 


hours after break ing.imo a house 


in I'm Uthaina. 

1 


kmates. arrested. AJ.' who con- 
fessed to the deed. 

Later, i director of Amman Pol- 
ice Nasouh Muhycddin calleJ on 
ail citizens not to leave their keys 
lying around either at home or at 
work. He also paid tribute to the 
efforts exerted by the police off- 
icers and the criminal research 
police in the case who solved the 
crime. 

Pfr-F'- 

SSr 


Ihc owners of the house had 
“left for the evening, finding upon 
(heir return at midnight, that they 


The jewels and pistol which were taken by the second gang from a 
house in Amman. 


MPs seek to oil wheels of democracy 


By Ibrahim Noori 

Reuters 

A vl MAN - Parliamentary life 
has returned here after a 10-year 
lapse, bringing with it calls tor the 
repeal of martial law and more 
freedom. 

Deputies made these and other 
demands, including an amnesty 
for prisoners and less stringent 
curbs on travel Irani the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank, when they 
debated (he policies of the new 
government recently. 

This was believed to be the first 
time such calls had been made in 
public since the imposition of mar- 
tial law on ihc outbreak of the 
J l >67 Arab- Israeli war. political 
sources said. 

Ifi> Majesty King Hussein rec- 
alled the Lower House ol Par- 
liament on January 5 when he dis- 
solved the nominated National 
Lonsultiitivo Council, which had 
functioned as an interim par- 
liament since l**7.v 

Some Jordanians had hoped 
that the King would go thefuii way 
in restoring parliamentary fife by 


ending martial law as well. 

But Prime Minister Ahmad 

‘Obcidat. who is also the chief 
mania! law administrator, told the 
house he had no such plans. 

Some political sources say Jor- 
dan is politically and militarily too 
vulnerable to lower its defences, 
including martial law. 

A single special court in 
Amman is now the only visible 
sign of martial law. however. 

Lawyers say W per cent of all 
cases are handled by civilian cou- 
rts independently oi the martial 
law court, which deals mainly with 
ami-state activities, corruption, 
drug offences and violations of 
price ceilings. 

Yousef Al Adhem was among 
three deputies to speak against 
martial law. 

“We ask the honourable gov- 
ernment to expand the climate for 
more responsible freedom... and 
to repeal the martial law.” Mr. 

Adhem said. The Defence Law of 
1 935 should also be scrapped bec- 
ause it has been superseded by 
other laws, he added. 


Lawyers say the Defence Law 
still governs much of the country’s 
administration. It was one of the 
key laws promulgated after I ‘>23. 
when Britain recognised Tra- 
nsjordan as an independent state 

under Prince Abdullah. King Hus- 
sein's grandfather. 

vlr.’Obeidat said he had no int- 
ention of abolishing martial law 

and that the martial law court was 
doing a fine job. Bui. he said, 
there were plans to set up a mil- 
itary appeals court. 

Two West Bank deputies sou- 
ght pardons for prisoners, but Mr. 
•Obeidat said an amnesty would 
benefit only “thieves and emb- 
ezzlers”. Curbs on West Bankers 
travelling to the East Bank were 
aimed directly at Israel's policy of 
“emptying the occupied territory 
of its people." he added. 

Mr. ’Obeidat pledged a clean 
administration and said*‘ihe whe- 
els of democracy” would be pus- 
hed forward. 

Parliament will be at full 
strength after March 12. when the 
first elections since 1 967 fill eight 
vacant East Bank seals. 


Hass/an visits projects 
run foy retired officers 


AMMAN (Feira - His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent. Monday made a field 
tour of a number of the retired 
army officers corporation projects 
and met retired officers working 
on these projects. 

Prince Hassan expressed his 
appreciation to those in charge rtf 
the noticeable leflort made by ret- 
ired military .Officers to develop 


the corporation and its productive 
projects. He also affirmed that the 
corporation's credibility is the fac- 
tor which make Arab and local 
financial institutions co-operate 
with it. 

Prince Hassan also called on off- 
icials in charge of the cor- 
poration's projects to give priority 
to productive projects in new 
areas where retired officers live. 


‘Obcidat receives UAE 
envoy, societies board 


A vlvIAN (Pi^tra - Prime Min- 
ister Ahmadf ‘Obeidat Monday 
received Lnjted Arab Emirates 
Ambassador jto Jordan Abdullah 
Al Shurata. 'During the meeting, 
relations between Jordan and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE 
were reviewed. 

Mr. ‘Obeidat later received in 
his office naembers of the exe- 
cutive boardjof the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies in Jordan. 


During the meeting they rev-, 
iewed the progress of voluntary 
work anJ the activities and ser- 
vices they perform in Jordan in 
co-ordination wjih Ministry of 
Social Development. 

Members ol the executive 
board thanked the government Ibr 
its interest in this humanitarian 
sector and congratulated Mr. 
‘Obeidat on his appointment as 
prime minister. 


Phosphate output grows 
by nearly 70 per cent 


A M MAN (J.T.: - ■ Production at 
the phosphate mines during Jan- 
uary reached 442.051 tons as 
compared Ho 260.1 1 3 tons during 
the same rrjonlh Iasi year. 

According to officials at the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany UPvlC). production at the 
Ruseifa mine was 60.1 1 X ions. Al 
Hasa produced 214.056 tons and 
Al Abiad mine yielded 167X77 
tons. The quality of phosphate 
here is one of the highest in the 
world registering around 6N-75 
per cent purity, according to the 
same official. 


Phosphate exports during the 
same month amounted to 266.000 
tons as compared to 2 1 x.immi ions 
during the same month last year. 

As for quantities transported’ 
from all mines, these amounted to 
43 1 .504 tons of which N4W2« > tonk. 
were for the Jordanian Fertilisers’ 
Industry company as compared to 
64.652 tons dunng the said month 
Iasi year. 

Sunday, officials announced 
that JPMC last year sold 3.7 mil-, 
lion tons of phosphate wonh JD 
57 million, making a profit of JON 
million. 


Undergraduates list complaints at open meeting 

Yarmouk students call for 
better academic conditions 

By La mis K. Andoni 
and Salameh B- Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

IRBID — Students at Yarmouk University Monday 
called on the administration to improve the aca- 
demic conditions and lower the pass average from its 
“high level” of 70 per cent to reduce the number of 
students being expelled. 


The students were talking at dn 
open meeting held at the uni- 
versity's gymnasium between .the 
university administration, and the 
engineering and medical sciences 

faculty students. The meeting 
came in the aftermath of student 
demonstrations last week that 
erupted as a result of an adm- 
inistrative decision to expel 470 
students who failed to attain the 
accumulative pass average. 

The uproar in the university 
calmed down only when the adm- 
inistration decided to allow 4(M» of 
the students concerned to con- 
tinue their studies and to open a 
dialogue with them. In addition to 
that, a task force comprising fac- 
ulty representatives from the uni- 
versity's four faculties was formed 
to study the student's demands. 

Many ol the expelled students 
who thought they could register as 
private students were Monday 
'disappointed to find out that only 
those who had attained an average 
of 65 per cent or above could Jo 
so. Students complained that the 
administration was not accurate 
when the decision to allow the 
expelled students to register was 
announced. President of the uni- 
versity. i>r. Adnan Badran. dis- 
agreed and told the Jordan l imes 
that the original decision was to 
give the chance to dismissed stu- 
dents whose average is not below 
65 per cent to register as private 
students. 

During Monday's meeting, 
many students who spoke called 
for a lower pass average to app- 
lause Jrnm their colleagues who 
filled the stadium. A student from 
the faculty of medical sciences 
pointed out that other universities 
in the world have a lower passing 
average and stresseJ that the top 
priority of the university should be 
cdocan'on itself and not grades. 
The students also came out with a 
number of suggest ions' to improve 
the academic regulations and the 
students’ counselling and advisory 
system, they said. 

Several students interv iewed by 
the Jordan Timcscomplained that 
advisors arc not of much help to 
students. Dr. AJnan Dakkouri. 
dean ol the department ol pha- 
rmacy. who was appointed as the 
chairman of the task lorce com- 


mittee told the Jordan Times later 
that the university will study the 
possibility of improving the adv- 
isory system. He explained that 
the university docs not have cou- 
nsellor offices that are connected 
to the different departments. 
“The advisors arc usually (acuity 
members who are suppose J to 
orient students." he said. 

During Monday's session, sev- 
eral students complained about 
the inavailability of badly needed 
books at the university bookshop. 
Some students were very critical 
ol "the university’s policy that 
aims at achieving high standards 
but does not secure the necessary 
academic conditions”. 

‘‘In order to achieve high sta- 
ndards. the professors should be 
qualified as well.” one of the stu- 
dents said. 

The president of the university 
and the task force coin mince 
members took notes while student 
alter student took to the Jorum to 
voice hisor her complaintsnr sug- 
gestions. The students then sub- 
mitted their suggestions in writing 
to the chairman of the task force 
committee who pro mi sc J that 
they will be extensively studied 
and seriously considered by the 
university administration. 

Some students said that this step 
"might be a little too late since 
many students had lost their scats 
already". Dr. Dakkouri. however, 
said that expelled students have 
had thechance to transfer toother 
^specialisations when they (ound 
out that their performances were 
not up to the required standards. 
" They could have avoided the 
expulsion." he said. 

•* Moreover, the first decision 
was misread: the number that 
appeared on the bulletin board 
stating that 47»> students were 
expelled was misunderstood since 
many of these students were not- 
dismissed Irom the university but 
on|y Irom the faculties and dep- 
artments" he added. Dr. Dak- 
kouri explained that students who 
were dismissed from their fac- 
ulties can apply to other lacuhics 
in accordance with their high sch- 
ool governmental exam average 

Students who are accepted at 
v annnuk University usually have 
good high-school averages. An 


economics student, who was exp- 
elled and not allowed to re- 
register as a private student bec- 
ause his average was ii4 per cent, 
told the Jordan Tines that n is 
already too lute lor students to 
apply to other faculties this sem- 
ester. I he si (idem, w ho was m hts 
second year when he was expelled 
and who had u high average ol N3 
per cent ai ihc high school gov- 
ernmental exa n. said he will have 
io join the army in Jo his national 
scrv iec lor two \ ears and only then 
can resume his studies. 

The laws governing national 
service stipulate that' any Jor- 
danian male born alter l'»sV sho- 
uld join the arm lor iwn wars. 
The law however, allows mu Jems 
in finish i heir university studies 
first, hut it a nale MiiJeni quits his 
studies lor j certain period of 
time, he has to begin cnmpulsorv 
serv iec. 

The student's weakness in the 
English language, the medium n! 
instruction for scientific subjects 
ai the university, was oleJ h v a 
number of the expelled Modems ax 
a major reason lor their lailure. 
The siuJcnis said that the level ot 
English ai the language centre at 
the university is "weak" and not 
taught in accordance with their 
different fielJs ot specialisation. 
■' It is true we are taught English al 
the centre, but once we get to a 
lecture, we find ourselves at a 
complete loss with regards to the 
scientific terminology useJ.” he 
said. 

The Jordan Timex approached 
Dr. Badran with this specific stu- 
dent's claim. He replied: ■■ We will 
work on making the English cou- 
rses relevant io the fields of the 
specialisation o| the students". 

*i el another social dimension it 
the students at the university was 
noted when students said "the dif- 
ficult system" at the university 
“hurts students who come I ram 
poor families the most. Wealthy 
students can seek a higher edu- 
cation abroad regardless of their 
average, but we strive to obtain 
high averages to enroll at local 
universities" . an expelled student 
said. "Where can I go now" he 
asked. 

Dr. Dakkouri. who collected all 
the students' complaints and sug- 
gestions said that the task force 
committee will study all ol the 
suggestions including those reM 
ated to dillerent aspects ol life 
within the campus. " The task 
force will submit its rec- 
ommendations to the university 
administration", he said. Dr. 
Dakkouri expressed opti.nisn 
that the dialogue between the 
administration and the students 
will bring “fruit fill results". 


WHO health care workshop helps raise standards 


By Anne Counsel! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A vlvIAN - Participants in a 
symposium on "Continuing Hea- 
lth and Medical Care" held an act- 
ive workshop at the University of 
Jordan Faculty of Medical Sci- 
ences Monday as pan ot their 
five-day programme which started 
Sunday. 

The symposium, organised by 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO and sponsored by the 
University ol- Jordan's centre for 
developing human resources in 
the health field, aims to train the 
people responsible for health in 
Jordan in order to promote a high 
standard of health, according to 
■Jr. Kandil Shaker, an organiser 
from the university's centre for 
development. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times. Dr. Shaker said “the sub- 
ject of discussion during the sym- 
posium is the continuing edu- 
cation ol health workers. 

" The emphasis is on continuing 
or life-long training of all persons 
connected with medical care so 
that health workers can maintain 
and improve their skills, sta- 
ndards. knowledge and attitudes 
in performing their essential job of 
providing health services to the 
people.” 

Dr. Shaker said that the sem- 
inars are directed at any worker in 
the field of health, including nur- 
ses. doctors, pharmacists, san- 
itation technicians and specialists, 
concerned with all aspects of hea- 
lth care and that the subject of 
continuing health education is 


being regarded as a total topic ol 
interest to all participants no mat - 
ter what their particular spe- 
cialisation. 

“ The long-term policy of con - 
tinuing health education isnfgrca t 
importance to all." said Dr. Sha - 
ker. 

Informal discussions 

Representatives Irom the fac- 
ulties of medicine, nursing and 
pharmacy at the University ol 
Jordan, the Ministry of Healt h, 
the Armed forces Royal Medical 
Services, the United Nations Re l- 
ief and Works Agency 
(UNRW A . ihe Ministry of Edu- 
cation and the Jordanian Medic al 
Association are taking pan in a 
series ol informal workshops and 
discussions on the subject inwhiirh 
their own personal experiences 
and views contribute towards a 
better understanding and also 
contribute to the learning process. 

Dr. Shaker said that, becau.se 
everyone is involved and actively 
participating in the symposium., it 
has more to offer to the indiv id i jal 
and also a lot can be gained thr- 
ough the co-operation and exc- 
hanges involved. 

During Monday's workshop t he 
participants divided into live gro- 
ups to discuss and evaluate pro- 
blems in various aspects of health, 
and to devise continuing oibj- 
eclives and plans in those fields 
taking into consideration all t he 
aspects and needs involved. 1 

All the subjects discussed, [he 
said, arc of importance to Jordan, 
and they included: Pre-naia! caire: 


immunisation: tuberculosis pre- 
vention and control: rural water 
supply and sanitation, in addition 
to drugs abuse. 

I he importance of the edu- 
cation factor in each of these sub- 
jects was then discussed by all the 
participants and evaluated. 

Effective planning 

Dr. Shaker said that the well 
thought out plans coulJ be put 
into practice as a programme for 
various institutions so that the 


symposium can become a means 
ol effective planning as well as 
being an educational programme. 

The concept of continuing hea- 
lth education is a new one in Jor- 
dan. said Dr. Shaker, and both the 
symposium and the two-month 
olJ centre for health development 
aim to instill this concept and the 
necessity behind it into all ins- 
titutions and persons concerned 
with health in Jordan. Once the 
concept is understood, he con- 
tinued. effective programmes for 
its implementation can be de' ised. 


"Health must be regarded as a 
unified whole with all its aspects 
taken inio consideration in the 
subject ol continuing health edu- 
cation." he said. 

Regarding health education in 
schools. Dr. Shaker said that well 
trained stall in the schools can 
have a considerable effect on imp- 
roving the health and sanitation 
standards id school children, and 
that representatives from the Min- 
istry of Education are attending 
the seminars to discuss this imp- 
ortant issue. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 


One of Jordan's leading construction companies, req- 
uires an executive secretary. Capable, excellent com- 
mand of English with a working knowledge of the Ara- 
bic language with senior secretarial skills. Candidates;; 
to apply to: 

P.0. Box 2786, Amman - Jordan 
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Chernenko’s new task 


K RK M LI NOLOG I STS have had a day (or two) trying to 
figure out who Yuri Andropov's successor might be. 
. Konstantin Chernenko had obviously been one of the 
most likely candidates to win the job, and, true to exp- 
ectations, he has now been duly elected Soviet Com- 
munist Party chier and consequently Moscow’s top lea- 
der. 

Now what? Will the change in Moscow signify a shift in 
Soviet attitudes, towards detente or the arms race, tow- 
ards the world economy and technology, Afghanistan or 
the Middle Kast? Was there more than a power struggle 
among the Soviet leaders to elect a leader? And if so, was 
there a rift, and how deep? 

Considering that the Soviet Union has maintained a 
principled, rather than a tactical, position vis-a-vis the 
Middle Kast throughout the years, these questions would 
be more pertinent to analysts and politicians in the West 
than to us here. But that does not of course mean that we 
should not be interested in the West and the Kast trying to 
establish normal relations between them and building a 
more conducive atmosphere for world stability and 
peace. 

Whether or not Mr. Chernenko is a member of the 
“old guard, or his ascendancy to power came as a “win” 
against the Andropov line, is not really the most imp- 
ortant point. Our greatest consideration remains that for 
working with the Soviet Union, as a superpower and a 
friend, towards achieving the honourable and lasting 
peace in this part of the world that all seek. 

To this end, we hope that the new Soviet leader will step 
up his country’s efforts to work with the international 
community, especially the United States, towards finding 
global solutions for the Palestinian problem and others in 
a spirit of co-operation and friendship. 

Dialogue, with full respects paid to the rights and 
interests of others, is an essential element for int- 
ernational understanding and co-existence. Let us hope 
that the new Soviet leader will encounter success in wha- 
tever endeavours his country might want to make to 
attain peace and progress. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Chernenko — an old fashioned 







By Mark Wood “ 

Renter 

MOSCOW — Konstantin Che- 
rnenko. named Monday Genera] 
Secretary of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union (CPSU 1 . rose 
to prominence as a close aide to 
the late President Leonid Bre- 
zhnev and after his death seemed 
destined for political obscurity. 

Mr. Chernenko. 72. of Siberian 
peasant stock, was Mr. Brezhnev's 
office manager and chief of staff 
for 2U years before he was pro- 
moted to full politburo mem- 
bership in 1 97X and began a rapid 
ascent to become the leader’s 
heir-apparent. 

But after Mr. Brezhnev’s death 
in November 19X2 he lost the suc- 
cession to Yuri Andropov. In the 
following months he disappeared 
from sight and appeared to be los- 
ing his authority and influence in 
the Kremlin. 

Mr. Chernenko, a white-haired 
man with a chubby, round face, 
bounced back unexpectedly last 
summer when he appeared as the 
main speaker after Mr. Andropov 
at a CPSU Central Committee 
plenum and subsequently res- 
umed a more prominent rote. 

"The impression is that Mr. 
Andropov was moving to dow- 
ngrade him and ease him out. but 
that the powerful old guard in the 
party fought a rearguard action to 
shore up his position." one Wes- 
tern diplomat said. 

Most analysts say Mr. Che- 
rnenko appeared to have become 
a symbol and rallying point for a 
cross-section of party and state 
officials who opposed Mr. And- 
ropov's push for moderate ref- 
orms and a purge of long-serving 
administrators. 


At 72 he is the oldest man to 
take the leading position in the 
Soviet Union and like Mr. And- 
ropov he has a record of poor hea- 
lth. 

Last spring his office said he was 
off sick with a cold but informed 
Soviet sources said he was bed- 
ridden for three or four weeks 
with Pneumonia. 

Mr. Chernenko’s speeches and 
writings have firmly conveyed the 
image of an old-fashioned ide- 
ologist suspicious of new ideas in 
economics or the arts and con- 
vinced that the present Soviet sys- 
tem is in no need of change. 

He has relatively little exp- 
erience of foreign affairs but dur- 
ing the Brezhenev years was a sta- 
unch supporter of detente with the 
West. 

In the introduction to a book to 
be published in Britain next 
month he returned to this theme, 
saying he wanted "a fruitful dia- 
logue with nations living under a 
different system to ours, the Uni- 
ted Slates and Great Britain in 
particular.” 

Of all the candidates to succeed 
Mr. Andropov, he was the only 
one with no experience of ind- 
ustrial management or regional 
administration. Almost his entire 
career has been as a party bur- 
eaucrat with a flair for org- 
anisational work. 

"Chernenko is known as a man 
whose instinct is to say ‘no’ 10 inn- 
ovation and to oppose anything 
that smacks to him of liberalism.” 
one informed Soviet official said. 

U.S. analyst Terry McNeill 
wrote that "his concept of gov- 
ernment... seems to owe more to 
standard primers pf ideological 
rectitude than to any practical 
understanding of Lhe problems of 


running a country of the size and 
complexity of the : soviet Union.” 
Others said Mir. Chernenko 
may be no more Uhan a suitable 
figurehead for a group of largely 
elderly party men who would hope 
to influence his leadership. 

Mr, Chernenko has been a pro- 
lific writer on ideo logical affairs, 
producing books and articles of 
immense length that contrasted 
with the concise, clear-cut style of 

Mr. Andropov. ! 

In his public appearances he has 
emerged as a poor speaker, fre- 
quently stumbling c?ver the text 
and swallowing words* 

His most recent htajor policy 
statement was a hardj-line edict on 
culture issued at last June’s ple- 
num in which he i condemned 
young Russians attrajeted to Wes- 
tern music and ideas and den- 
ounced liberal trends in the cin- 
ema and theatre. { 

"Certain film-makers and aut- 
hors sometimes put to the for- 
efront only unhappy destinies. the 
troubles of life, loose j and whining 
characters," he complained. 

"Bui man. particularly a young 
man. needs an ideal embodying 
noble goals in life!, ideological 
convictions, industry and for- - 
titude." he said. 

After his speech thfc authorities 
clamped down on \Vestem inf- 
luences. closing discotheques, 
ordering rock groups ito tone down 
their acts and forcing theatres to 
cut out more avant [-garde pro- 
ductions. I 

Mr. Chernenko jhas always 
taken a strong political approach 
to economic questions as well. 

When commenting on the poor 
performance of Sovien agriculture 
in the late 1970s. he declared that 
what was needed -wati more org- 


anisational and ideological work 
in the couairyside to instil the 
right attitudes in the peasantry. 

He has also proved a ■ con- 
servative in his attitude towards 
internal party affairs. In a speech 
he gave on the nomination of Mr. 
Andropov as party chief, he adv- 
ised the new leader to "observe 
respect for cadres", meaning no 
sackings. 

Western diplomats said this att- 
itude had played a major role in 
propelling him to power, par- 
ticularly in the wake of Mr. And- 
ropov’s campaign to purge old and 
comipt officials. 

"He has won support in the 
party for two reasons: He rep- 
resents the cautious attitude of 
those who do not like tinkering 
with the system and he opposes 
firing men who h3ve served the 
party well in senior posts.” one 
diplomat said. 

Some analysts said his support 
may have been swelled by sus- 
picions that the Andropov team 
was moving towards reforms that 
could create a less egalitarian soc- 
iety with qualified and good wor- 
kers earning much more than the 
broad mass. 

Konstantin Ustinovich Che- 
rnenko was bom on Sept. 24. 
1911. in the small Siberian village 
of Boishaya Tyes in the Kra- 
snoyarsk region and left school at 
the age of 12. 

He joined the Communist Party 
in 1931 while doing military ser- 
vice and returned to his native reg- 
ion as a propagandist, becoming a 
regional secretary in charge of 
ideology during World War II. 

After a two-year course at a 
party school in Moscow he was 
sent to Penza m central Russia and 
then to the south-western republic 


of Moldavia iri 194X.\ 

• It was there that he started' so. 
work with Leonid Brezhnev, then 
Moldavian Party chief, in 1950 
and cemented a relationship that 
was ultimately to bring him to top' 
reaches of Soviet power. • 

His further promotion hindered 
by his lack of education, Mr. Che- 
rnenko took courses at a teachers' 
college in Kishinev and graduated 
in 1 953 at the age of 42. 

sir. Brezhnev brought him to 
Moscow three years laser to work 
in the pary's agitation and pro- 
paganda department and when he 
took the title of head of state in 
196(1 he made Mr. Chernenko 
chief of the secretariat; 

Mr. Brezhnev became party 
leader in 1964 after ousting Nikita 
Khrushchev and put vlr. Che- 
rnenko in charge of the party 
Genera! Department, where he 
had control over politburo bus- 
iness and party files. 

For 14 years his principal job 
was organising the agenda and 
working papers of the weekly pol- 
iiburo meetings and arranging Mr. 
Brezhnev’s working schedule. 

He was made a full member of 
the central committee in 1971. 
was promoted to candidate (non- 
voting; membership of the pol- 
itburo in 1977 and full mem- 
bership a year later. 

Within three years vlr. Che- 
rnenko was regularly appearing at 
Mr. Brezhnev' s -side during mee- 
tings with foreign leaders and his 
position in politburo line-ups 
showed he had overleaped over 
more senior colleagues to become 
one of the to four men. 

The eclipse of his rival. Andrei 
Kirilenko. and death of chief ide- 
ologist Mikhail Susiov left Mr. 
Chernenko with the field clear for 


ifai successsiizn. unttl Mr. And- 
ropov emerged as apow*tffidriirg{ 
six months before Mr/BftajaieV'i 
death, 

Once. Mr. Aridropovwavg^ 
era! secretary. vir.f.'forae&o 
his post as head .of die .Geawaf 
Department arid tock oVer vJr. 
-Sudov's vacant pent as chief kfe.- 
ologtst V ; y ' ■' .-■■ . 

Mr.- Chernenko riev?f acquired 
the authority. Mr. SfafoY-hiri enj- 
oy edin die po faburP asMr ~ And- 
ropov appeared to be Vestricnfeg 
the scope: of his work and cteflfag 
with sothe ideofogkaF questions 
himself.' : ; . m - ? '■ ■ 

Although vlr.-Cherner^o was 
presented as the official Kremlin 
number two at the June ! 9K2 Cen- 
tral Committee. mceung.Mr. 
Andropov made .dear on; later 
occasions that hff wi^not a fav. ' 
oured ally and certainly trot being 
grooraed.for the sttcce&sipn.. : 

At vlr. Andropov's last formal 
public appearance on Aug, 16 last 
year, the Soviet; leader 'was fla- 
nked by younger politburo mem- 
bers Mikhail G o rbachov . and_G ri- 
gory Romanov, evidently his cho- 
ice for future leadership, and Mr. 
Cbemenko was sealed seme dis- 
tance away. - \'V, ■' 

In December arid January, fie- 
rce Kremlin attacks bn the. Mol- 
davian Party leadership were reg- 
arded by analysts is an Biigizpt to 
discredit Mr. Chernenko- and his 
allies by the Andropov team. • 

■ It was cully on I he day before 
Mr. Andropov's death that the 
first sign appeared tharvtrVche- 
rnenko's star was once kgam on 
the rise. The Communist Party 
daily Pravda devoted half a page 
loan ankle warmly praising a new 
edition of his articles. . * " 



Arab News 


A l Ra’i: U.S. policies result in suffering 

I MF. DE\ FLOP MEN I S in the Lebanese crisis are continually pro- 
\ ing the U.S.. failure not only in honouring its commitments towards 
Lebanon but also in achieving a reasonable way of pulling out of that 
country. Its failure lo bring peace to Lebanon caused it to get further 
involved in the quagmire despite the advice of its European partners. 
Furthermore the U.S. is now trying to blame others for the escalation 
ot tension in Lebanon instead of forcing its ally. Israel, into pulling 
nut its troops from southern Lebanon. 

The Reagan administration sent its troops to Lebanon to serve in 
peacemaking role, but soon found it transformed into yel another 
militia force fighting alongside the government against all other 
opposition groups. This has further complicated the situation and 
pushed Lebanon to the brink of total collapse. At the same lime the 
U.S. has allowed Israel to have a free hand in the south where it has 
been consolidating its positions and watching the developments ins- 
ide Lebanon from a distance. U.S. policies in Lebanon, together with 
ils support lor Israel's invasion of that country, were instrumental in 
bringing about this disaster to Lebanon and sufferings to its people. 

Al Dustour: Reagan's unenviable position 

NIE IJNirh’iJ States will again be put to the lest as to its real 
intentions towards the Middle East when His Majesty King Hussein 
meets President Reagan in W ashington. In fact, following the recent 
developments in the Middle East, the U.S. ought lo rc-considcr its^ 
difficult position and conduct a comprehensive re-evaluation of its 
policies towards the countries of this region Washington s failure to 
stop the building of seiilemenis in the occupied territories, its con- 
doning ol Israel's invasion ot Lebanon and its recent strategic all- 
iance wiLh the Zionist state have placed the Reagan administration in 
an unenviable position and caused it to lose all chances of est- 
ablishing a real peace. 

Now i hall he United Slates has lost all ils credibility in the region, it 
is incumbent upon it. as a superpower, to try lo remedy the situation. 
It must adopt an unbiased and constructive attitude if it wants to 
qualify again to play a serious role in establishing peace in this region. 
The U.S. above ail must recognise the rights of the Palestinian people 
in i heir homeland and must listen to King Hussein’ s views towards 
this issue and ihus try to seize the opportunity to act constructively. 

Saw! Al Shaab: A dangerous development 

THE MAD war being waged against Iraq by the Iranian regime is 
now assuming new destructive proportions. The Iranians are com- 
mitting suicide on masse lollowing their failure to penetrate Iraq’s 
strong defensive lines and to achieve the goals of the Iranian rulers. 
Iran's mot e to shell innocent civ ilians in Iraq can only be construed as 
an admission of total failure on the battlefield and can only be 
described as a racist and lascisi-like attempt to impose the Tehran 
regime's will oil its Arab neighbour. 

The Gulf war has proved that none of the participants can achieve 
total victory over the other by sheer military inighl. Therefore Iraq 
has sought to end the war by peace I ul negotiations in a bid to save the 
lives of innocent people on both sides. In return. Iran has coni inucJ 
to hit civilian targets in total disregard ol international principles and 
laws. The transformation ol this war into one against the civilian 
population and economic infrastructure in both countries is a very 
serious development, and all Muslims around the world should lake 
action aimed at ending it. 


Peace at a good price in Tunisia 


Tunisia’s reputation for stability has been shattered by riots at the 
beginning of the year in which at least 1 20 people died. Francis Grilles 



Mzali — a serious blow 


reports. 

TUNIS — Peace has returned to 
Tunisia after the worst rioting 
since independence, which left at 
least 120 dead and considerable 
damage to property. But the aut- 
hority of the country’s leaders. 
X3-year-old President Habib 
Bourguiba and vlr. Mohammed 
M’Zali. his prime minister, has 
been dealt a serious blow. 

Tunisia's reputation for stability 
and sensible economic man- 
agement has been badly dented, 
both in the West, and in the Mid- 
dle East which has recently pro- 
vided substantial aid. loans and 
investment for the country. 

As much as one third of the 
5 1 3.2 billion investment budgeted 
(or during the Sixth Economic 
Development Plan tlVH2-s6l is 
expected to come from abroad, 
half from richer Arab countries. 

The dismissal of Mr. Driss 
Guiga. the former interior min- 
ister. less than 24 hours after Pre- 
sident Bourguiba' s decision to 
rescind the bread price rises which 
sparked off the riots, revealed the 
depth of infighting over the suc- 
cession to the ageing head of state. 

Although allegations against 
Mr. Guiga are exaggerated, the 
reluctance of the former minister 
to tighten security after the first 
disturbances were reported in the 
south late in December suggests 
that he had failed correctly to 
measure the depth of resentment 
at the price rises. 

But the reason why he failed to 
tell the prime minister and pre- 
sident that gangs of youths were 
running amok in Tunis, burning, 
looting and destroying on Jan. 3 
was not incompetence, vlr. 
Guiga' s close political alliance 
with the president’s powerful wife. 
Wassila. has convinced many Tun- 
isians that he was hoping to rep- 
lace the prime minister. 

There are other reasons exp- 
laining why the rioting, which spr- 
ead through tlie whole country, 
took such a violent turn in Tunis. 
Sfax. Gafsa and El Kef. The tactics 
used by demonstrators in Tunis 
were reminiscent of those used in 
Tehran in I*»7x-7¥ before the 


ove nhrow of the Shah. The pre- 
ssure from Islamic fundamentalist 
groups in Tunisia has been gro- 
wing since then. 

Last year, for the first lime, a 
group of junior army officers 
siocd trial on charges of pro- 
pagating religious ideas in the 
arm>ed forces while another group 
of young fundamentalists were 
imprisoned for allegedly planning 
to bliow up foreign cultural centres 
in Tunis. 

The Tunisian hinterland has not 
bene Tiled much from the eco- 
nom ic development which has lif- 
ted i he average per capita income 
to just over SI.imm). Civil service 
jobs, industry and large tourist 
deve lopments have brought, new 
wealth to coastal cities such as 
Tunis.; Sfax. Gabes and Monastic 
the president’s birthplace, on 
which every luxury has been lav- 
ished and whose- citizens enjoy 
free access to jobs, including sen- 
ior positions in the civil service 
and stiatc companies. 

Ga f|>a in the south and El Kef on 
the eastern border with Algeria 
are ar«?as where the authority of 
centnal government has never 
been easy to maintain and life is 
hard. | 

This, poor performance of agr- 
iculture. where production has 
stagnated or declined every year 
since ll976. has compounded the 
diffic ujltiesof Lhose Tunisians, half 
the population. who live on the 
land ; apd whose annual i ncomc is a 
fracti oh of that enjoyed by many 
in lhe • Cities. Forgetting these sim- 
ple fa cks led to a fundamental mis- 
judge merit over the bread price 
rises. ; 

YeT. Mr. M’Zali. a man of good 
will w»ho has taken steps to dem- 
ocratise Tunisian political life, 
such sis encouraging the president 
to gr;ant official recognition to 
some opposition parties, was war- 
ned. 1 

The subsidies on cereal-based 
foods ; recount for 60 per cent of 
the overall dinars 259 million 
(S357 million ) cost of food sub- 
sidies 'iri 19X0. Cancelling them 
and doubling the price of bread al 


a stroke was akin to setting off a 
bomb, he and the president were 
told by Mr. Azouz Las ram, the 
former Economic Affairs min- 
ister. 

Ironically, the financial need to 
remove the subsidies was not so 
pressing. Food subsidies amount 
to 2o per cent of GDP and the 
proportion of food imports in the 
total import bill is growing all the 
time. But Tunisia has not needed 
loans from the International 
Monetary Fund to bail it out. like 
so many Third World countries. A 
foreign debt burden of about 53.4 
billion, and a debt service ratio of 
1 6 per cent to dinars 73X million 
during the first Kl months of last 
year and forced the government 
last summer to limit the import of 
some raw and semi-finished goods 
to Sci per cent of 19X2 volumes. 

Creating40.(K>0 new jobs ayear 
remains the government’s first 
priority, and is no easy task. There 
is Lhe added embarrassment that 
Libya, whom Tunisia has accused 
of sabotaging the pipeline which 
carries Algerian oil to the Tun- 
isian coast. and which already 
employs over 100.(1(1(1 Tunisians, 
provided 9.000 new jobs last year 
and plans a further 14.000 this 
year. 

Southern Tunisia is increasingly 
beholden to the mercurial Colonel 
Qadhafi for its economic well 
being. After a poor- performance 
in 19X2 the Tunisian economy 


picked up last year. GDP growing 
by 4.5 per cent. That was 1 .5 per 
cent' below target but did allow 
industrial output to increase by six 
per cent. 

Agricultural output, however, 
remained stagnant: ever since the 
socialist policies of Ahmad Bin 
Salah were aborted in the late 
1960s. talk of reform on the land 
has been taboo. 

The war of attrition over the 
succession has meant that Tunisia 
is in danger of losing some of the 
benefits the earlier years of the 
president's rule brought to the 
country. Last month’s events have 
set a dangerous precedent: mas- 
sive violence, has, for the first time 
since 1956. made the authorities 
change their minds. 

The army, already called in to 
suppress rioting in 1 97X, may dec- 
ide not to go back to the barracks 
next time- The middle classes — 
and Tunisia still boasts the most 
competent civil service in the 
Arab World — are frightened. , 
digusted by the intrigues of the 
court and scared of the masses. I 

Many people both inside and 
outside what has traditionally 
been a moderate, western-leaning 
state have little sympathy for the 
present regime. If the authorities 
fail to learn the lessons of the rec- 
ent riots, the auguries for Tunisia 
are not good. — Financial Times 



LETTERS 


UNRWA issued no decision 

To the Editor: - 


In reference to the news report appearing in your newspaper 1 -^ 
under the headline "UNRWA to freeze new cards” (Jordan 
Times; Feb. 11. 19X41. 1 wish to comment as follows: 

UNRWA's Field Office in Jordan is not aware of any decision, 
by Mr. Olof Rydbeck. Commissioner-General of UNRWA, to 
put a freeze on the issue of individual registration cards, meant to 
replace the old family registration cards. Neither is UNRWA’s 
Reid Office aware of any formal communication from the Jor- 
danian government to theeffect that it would object to the issue of 
the new cards. 

.Mr. Rydbeck tried, during his latest vjsitro Jordan to discuss the 
matter with Prime Minister Ahmad ’Obeidat. in pursuance to the 
discussion he had. wirh Minister of Occupied territories Affairs 
Shawkat Mahmoud. But the prime minister regrettably did not 
have a possibility to receive the commissioner-general. 

UNRWA's Field Office Director in Jordan. P.O. Hallqvist is 
presently in UNRWA Headquarters in Vienna todiscuss with the 
commissioner-general how and when to issue the new cards. 


EJ. Saaf, 
Officer-in-Charge, 
Jordan Field Office, 
Amman. 


Women should earn it 


To the Editor: 

We often read and hear about seminars and conferences on 
women's rights and roles in society, and also calls for granting 
women the same rights as men. 

We are for women's rights and support Jordanian women's 
struggle to reach parity with men. as we believe that women 
should exercise full rights and contribute positively towards soc- 
iety’ s progress. But. given our present situation here in Jordan and 
the Arab World, we are not so sure about the ability of all women, 
especially those in the rural regions, to maintain their rights and” 
defend them. We hear stories now and then which really di$i 
courage us from voicing full support for women’s rights and make 
us think twice before endorsing their full participation in the 
countr/s activities. • 

in. one of the country’s small towns a woman was reported to 
have voted for a man who has been dead for a long ume to be 
member of the new municipal council. A few days ago there-Was a 
report in the local press about a unanimous agreement by meii in 
one of Jordan s small towns to deny t heir-women the right to vote 
m municipal elections and to prevent them from leaving: their 
homes during election day. . 

Women worldwide have proved their ability' to contribute con- 
smtctwely towards building their societies. As Jordan nowadays 
shoulders national responsibilities and is in the process of act- 
ivating parliamentary life, we would like to see Jordanian women 
exercise a more realistic role, and they can start by getting rid of 
. ^ pretentions and concentrate on acquiring mote culture, 
knowledge and education that enlighten the mincL improve bch- 
aviour and brighten women’s image in society. ; ' f -— ’:r - 

;Naddr.Gbatta^ 

. 'AmmanV. 
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Di$ry 


TO f. Ci ? A VG£S 01 g° »w*ww»i level are usually accounted for bv 
political patterns: and where management theories are less app- 
licable, any re- organisational shuffle can happen. When the Bad- 
ran administration decided late last year to merge the Amman 
Water and Sewerage Authority (A WSA) and the Water Supply 
Corporation ( WSCi into one authority under the chairmanship of 
W SC Director Mohammad Saleh Al Kilani there was no job left for 

AWSA Director Yassin Al Kayed. When the merger was 

envisaged. Mr. Kayed was apparently promised the post of director 
Sea Pons Corporation, a post left vacant after Mohammad 
Sa id Abu Nowar, its former head, had been made director of the 
Aqaba Urban Planning Department. But a former Ministry of' 
Education official. Mr. Murdi Qattamin , who had been acting 
director of the Sea Pons Corporation, was promoted to direct the 
corporation under the new administration instead. To make up to 
Mr. Kaved. the new administration of Prime Minister Ahmad 
■ ubeidai gave hun the post of adviser at the Prime Ministry and ' 
news had it earlier this week that everything was going fine. 

• • * 

W HILE ON the subject of water management and related issues, 
the drought this year is widely talked about as a problem from 
which each citizen could suffer. But the lack of rain is bv no means 
the citizens' biggest worry at the moment. The real worry , where it 
exists, is about the incredible water bills that individual subscribers 
ha\e been receiving lately. .-tHtfA, the authority in charge of col- 
lecting water bills, apparently had introduced a computerised col- 
lection system, with possibly new “water meters" being installed at 
consuming terminals, or homes. Either from this or that, your new. 
water bill could amount to several hundred dinars, when in fact 
your consumption may not exceed a fewJDs ' worth of water in anv 
given month. “ Outside the AIVSA buildings near Jabal Amman’s 
Third Circle, queue those who have the time, and nothing else , to 
plead their case: the rest of the population watch a tragedy in 
motion helplessly, dreading that it might be their mm next time," 
comments an un fortunate water subscriber with a chilly smile. 

" What management of water resources are you talking about?" he 
asks. 

j$ m m 

THE NAMES of two prominent football enthusiasts have been 
circulating among fans this week to head the Jordanian Football 
Association - a post that was held by former Minister of Culture 
and Youth Ma'an Abu No war. His Highness Pritice Abdullah and 
Mr. Abdul RaoufAl Rawabdeh. the mayor of Amman, seem the 
most likely candidates for this much honoured post. Whoever takes 
over the presidency of the association, has the difficult task of 
picking up where Mr. Abu Nowar had reached. During his reign, 
soccer developed into the nuist popular spectator sport in Jordan, 
muking other sports sound like "also ran". The care and efficient 
management that running the association requires can be found in 
the enthusiastic and talented prince, soccer fans think that his 
acceptance of the post would mark a great victory for football in 
particular and sports in general. Prince Abdullah proved his spo- 
rting capabilities last week when he managed to gain second place 
in the National Rally (novice class I. On the other hand, the recent 
appointment of Mr. At Rawabdeh to the Jordanian National Oly- 
mpic Com mince has increased his chances of winning the race to 
the presidency. Mr. Al Rawabdeh is reputed to be a great supporter 
oi the game and was at one time chairman of Sarih (his hometown I 
Chib. He also huilt up football teams at the Ministry of Com- 
munications when he was minister there and at Amman's Mun- 
icipality recently. 

1 ■ * * * 

IF YOU arc persevering enough to watch Jordan Television to the 
end t • fits rightly transmission, you should notice that the Jordanian 
national anthem marks the end of programmes. This is definitely 
the natural state of things: but what is unusual about it is that the 
traditionally- waving flag has turned lazy on our screen that people 
have started wondering if Jordan Television cannot manage run- 
ning a film with a waving flag in the background. Moreover, and 
tkt v has been cynically commented on by several observers recently, 
a close-up of the band's big bass drum shows the trademark of the 
drum (foreign -made, naturally t for quite a good while to the extent 
tiut some ill-natured critics have interpreted it to be part of the /7V 
commercials drive. This, of course, is alien to reality, a TV official 
told the Jordan Times but with people of the kind in the vicinity, it is 
indeed appropriate that the JTV administration find a solution 
which would sa\e it such inconsiderate insinuations. 
After all. it is the country's national anthem, he said. 


Israeli army outstaying its ‘welcome’ in southern Lebanon 

The unpredictable orchards 


aida 


By Jean-Pierre LangeUier 

Si DON — We were travelling 
down Sidon’ s main street around 
noon when my taxi driver sud-' 
denly slammed on the brakes and. 
did a U-turn. Some 1 im» metres 
away a suspicious cardboard box 
had been seen on the road which 
had already emptied. The exp- 
losion took place a little later even 
before the Israeli soldiers arrived. 
Just routine, or almost. 

Parking is forbidden at any time 
on this shopping street — Riad Al 
Solh — known for its con- 
fectionery. Absent-minded peo- 
ple had better watch out for they 
are likely to find their cars riddled 
with buUet holes when a very jit- 
tery army patrol goes by. Since a 
bomb-rigged truck crashed into 
the Tyre governor' s residence and 
exploded last November, soldiers 

look out for suspicious vehicles 
and destroy them. 

After 1 4 months of occupation 
— or “presence", as Te! Aviv 
coyly puis it — the Israeli army is 
constantly on the alert in southern 
Lebanon, and is subject to at least 
one or two attacks every day — 
grenades, rockets, or mines. 

Long gone are the carefree days 
when pan of the local population, 
delighted to be rid of the Pal- 
estinians. used to shower Israeli 
soldiers with rice and sweets. 
Today, any contact with the Leb- 
anese inhabitants is severely pun- 
ished. In the eastern sector, which 
has been quiet up to now. Israeli 
soldiers occasionally go to the vil- 
lage to drink a cup of Turkish cof- 
fee or buy cigarettes, but the "fra- 
tting” ends there. The army mai- 
ntains a minimal presence in 
urban areas so as to be less vul- 
nerable. 

The coastal road, the most dan- 
gerous. is patrolled by Israeli sol- 
diers moving on foot through the 
orchards (excellent terrain for att- 
acks) and examining the verges 
where “the enemy*' usually buries 
landmines which are remote- 
controlled and blown up jvhen a 
convoy passess. Often they wear 
neither helmets nor bulletproof 
vests, for the former hampers the 
view and the latter slows down 
progress. The army has limited the 
risks between Tyre and Sidon by- 
mowing down orange groves to 
about 5ti metres on either side of 
the road. And it is stepping up spot 
checks which cause long delays 
and greatly antagonise the Leb- 
anese. 

Retaliatory dynamic 

Any occupation of a foreign 
country sets in motion a disastrous 
■dynamic. Since June ly>C. sou- 
thern Lebanon has experienced, 
successively relief, indifference, 
impatience, resentment and fin- 
ally armed revolt. Sidon and Tyre, 
where Alexander the Great him- 


self had to lead a seven- 
month-long siege, have of course 
been accustomed to resisting occ- 
upying powers for the past 5 Jujo 
years. “I repudiate violence, but 
if s inevitable." Bishop Haddad of 
Tyre says. “ When Israeli officials 
came to see me after the invasion. 
I warned them. I told them: “Give 
all the help you can to the Leb- 
anese government to consolidate 
its authority, then go away. Itaf- 
onunaiely. they haven't followed 
this advice'." 

A few bad mistakes, a series of 
fumbles and a general contempt 
for and incomprehension of the 
Lebanese social and cultural mil- 
ieu turned against the Israeli army 
a population that was initially not 
hostile to it. 

If the first attacks against the 
soldiers go back to last summer, 
the real“ escalation" is only a few 
months old. The fear that mus- 
hroomed after the Tyre bomb att- 
ack is a bad counsellor. 

A Sunni Muslim, like the maj- 
ority of Sidon's inhabitants, and 
one of Lebanon's six moha fezes 
(governors). Halim Fayyad. a 
patrician-looking member of the 
upper middle class, bears a hearty 
grudge against Israel. When the 
Israelis entered the city in June 
19-S2. they drove him out of his 
"palace", the traditional hea- 
dquarters of the Lebanese adm- 
inistration. Since then he has been 
working in a rented office nearby 
without archives and files. For 1 S 
months the military government, 
codcnamcd “Unity for Helping 
civilians." co-existcd with a pan of 
the public services — education, 
taxes, surveys and registration. 

Early in January, the Israelis set 
up headquoners at Kfarfalous. in 
a former Falangist garrison, a 
dozen kilometres from Sidon. lea- 
ving behind in he governor's pal- 
ace only their intelligence services 
and the border guards' hea- 
dquarters. Many of the offices are 
unoccupied, but the governor is 
not allowed to return there, fhc 
regional administration, esp- 
ecially. has conic to a standstill. 

“ If you lose your identity card.” 
noted Mr. Fayyad. “you can't obt- 
ain a duplicate. Considering all 
these checkpoints, there is noque- 
stion of moving around without 
papers. Real estate transactions 
have become impossible. The 
people resent it like a collective 
punishment." 

Fatal measure 

Another measure that has ang- 
ered the Lebanese in the south is 
the closing of the bridges across 
the Awali River. North-South tra- 
ffic. which was stopped for five 
■days in early November, resumed 
but at a much slower rate (a few 
hundred vehicles a day compared 
with the 6.HIUJ before). 

“Sidon" observed Fayyad. “is 


like a big suburb of Beirut." Dis- 
suading the people in the south 
from going up to the capital str- 
engthens their feeling of isolation 
they have always had and per- 
petuates their obsession about 
being one day cut off from the rest 
of the country. The Israeli army's 
answer to that is that it cannot Jo 
anything else to ensure its own 
security. 

Yet. the effectiveness of checks 
on the Awali River are que- 
stionable considering that they 
have, not prevented renewed att- 
acks in the South. In the past few 
days a bus service has been laid on 
from the inner city to the river. 
The situation is expected to imp- 
rove in the coming weeks when a 
terminal for screening eight veh- 
icles rapidly and simultaneously 
goes into service. Bui the hum- 
iliation inflicted on the Lebanese 
wifi not disappear for all that. 

The Awali River checks are ser- 
iously upsetting the South's eco- 
nomy. already thrown out of ger 
by the war. Oranges by the million 
are rotting on the trees bcwccn 
Tyre and Sidon. What is the point 
of picking Lhcm when the delays at 
the bridge triple transport costs? 
The same goes for tobacco. " My 
turnover has halved." says Ibr- 
ahim Makkawi. a Sidon orange 
grower, “and I’m forced to Jis- 
posc of my harvest through 
Syria." 

There is another problem: farm 
workers refuse to do overtime as 
they are afraid of Israeli night pat- 
rols. Many orchards have been 
abandoned. Fishermen complain 
about the restrictions imposed on 
them by the army. One out of two 
Sidon inhabitants formerly wor- 
ked in Beirut, so many ol them are 
now without work. The Souih's 
economy is holding up thanks to 
contraband and money sent in by 
the Lebanese diaspora in West 
Africa. 

"The Israelis." observers Bis- 
hop Haddad, "arc perhaps good 
soldiers, but they have poor rel- 
ations with people. Lebanon is a 
complex world whose subtleties 
are frequently lost on the occ- 
upier." 

Different Lebanon 

Israel has been in southern 
Lebanon since W7«. but the Leb- 
anon of the Shi' ites not of Major 
Haddad. As tor Saida's orchards, 
they are more dangerous than the 
hills of Judaea. The comparison 
with the West Bank often crosses 
the mind, but it is exaggerated, 
except perhaps in one area — the 
police surveillance. In southern 
Lebanon, as on the West Bank, 
ihe Shinbeth <ihe Israeli security 
service) has set up a network of 
informers which it controls the 
more easily as they are oft cn " rep- 
entant" Palestinians or the needy 
unemployed. Israeli operatives 
'utilise (for their own benefit i the 


old trick of tanning minor anc- 
estral rivalries between villages 
and families. 

Though it is hard to say how 
valuable this “forced col- 
laboration" is. two things, at any 
rate, are certain. First, the well- 
known Ansar camp near Nub- 
ativeh had a good many innocent 
people among the -I.ckki detainees 
freed last November (some I5t» 
prisoners arc again in the camp): 
and. secondly, the Shuics. who 
are in a clear majority south of the 
Awali (seven out of ten inh- 
abitants). have so far ( there is evi- 
dence to the contrary) resisted 
pretty successfully Israeli attempts 
to penetrate their community. 

Pictures of imam .Musa Sadr, 
the Lebanese Shi'hcs spiritual 
mentor who disappeared mys- 
teriously during a visit to Libya in 
Iw7N_ are ro be seen on walls in 
Tyre. Shutcs of all persuasions 

claim obedience to the Imam who. 
in the early I *-»7* *s._ founded the 
Amal movement. "We're putting 
upGandhi-siyle passive resistance 
to Israel." explained Khalcd 
Hamdan. an Amal official in Tyre. 
"We arc organising dem- 
onstrations against the occupier, 
strikes and mosque sit-ins. We are 
asking the people to avoid any 
contact wilh the Israelis. But we're 
not initiating any military action 
and we're not terrorists." 

The Antal's leader in I'vrc. 
DauJ Daud. to see me. int- 
errupted a meeting he had with a 
few mullahs of the region con- 
cerning a serious incident that had 
taken place a couple of days ear- 
lier at HaJIysive. a nearby locality. 
That day. the Israeli army looking 
for suspects had run up against the 
villagers' hostility. After the dis- 
covery of some weapons and 
ammunition, the Israelis arrested 
a dozen people, including the vil- 
lage sheikh, and bulldozed his 
house. 

Who attacked the Israeli sol- 
diers? file Antal's Palestinians, 
cautious and legalist, claimed to 
know nothingof such personal ini- 
tiatives. but look care not to rep- 
udiate them. What did they think 
ol the "visionaries of Islamic 
Amal" who advocate a "holy war" 
against Israel? “We have no con- 
tacts with them. Wc don't follow 
the same line." 

Israe has made the strategic 
mistake of underestimating the 
influence of Shf iie religious per- 
sonalities who are in any way ins- 
pired by the Iranian example. 
Mullahs and sheikhs have suc- 
ceeded in filling the political vac- 
uum by becoming the real org- 
anisers of the resistance. The most 
virulent in the Nabatiyeh region 
are calling on the people to com- 
bat the "Zionist foe". They now 
openly claim responsibility, in 
communiques published in the 
Beirut press, for attacks against 
the Israeli army: 
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the Israeli army: attacks which 
seem to be both individual actions 
and collective initiatives. Former 
■ Ansar camp prisoners arc too clo- 
sely watched and cannot act dir- 
ectly. But they can. it is said in 
Tyre, pass on "technical exp- 
ertise" to the other".. Amal lea- 
ders. who still have only a limited 
following in the villages, arc trying 
to jump on the bandwagon by tak- 
ing a tougher line. 

Few collaborators 

Compared with this r:«d- 
icalisation in the South, the rare 
Iriends of Israel cui sorry figures. 
Shnuki Abdullah, a trader in pri- 
vate life, is running the "political 
branch" -- pompously called the 
United Assembly ot the South -• 
of a pro- Israeli militia unit con- 
sisting of a hundred or so men and 
misleadingly named "Partisans of 
the Army" i the Lebanese army .of 
course 

Abdullah, who was not exp- 
ecting me. hurriedly gathered tog- 
ether on his desk the symbols ol 
his authority - a telephone, a few 
visiting cards and hcuJcd note- 
paper." I work with Israeli friends 
to sort out the people's everyday- 
problems. I act as judge and step 
in to have innocent people I reed. 
There's no police station here any 
more. Our men have replaced it. 
But I'm a Lebanese first. Why 
shouldn't we be on good terms 
with the Israelis when people liv- 
ing in Ba'albeck or the 
Bek a' a are forced to get along 
with Syria?" 

These Shi'itc militiamen, some 
of whom have criminal records, 
represent only themselves and arc 
regarded by the vast majority of 
people as plain collaborators. Isr- 
ael provides them with weapons, 
uniforms, trucks. For ^3tm a 


month they get some -urt of tra- 
ining and guard a lew roajhlocks. 
Bui they have n>» autonomy at all. 
At Jouava. lor example, they 
move around only under e-cort. 

Israel is trving to reproduce 
among the Shf lies the -uccesMul 
experiment it carried out with ihe 
"Army of Free Lebanon" among 
the Marjiiyoun Christians. But 
none ol its new allies has the pre- 
stige ot the late vl.tjor Haddad. 
One ol them wisely handed in Ids 
resignation at the end oi Iasi Nov- 
ember. Three others jt least have 
been assassinated since. 

"This is a disastrous policy." 

sighed the bishop ol lyre. "The 
more the Israelis try to set up* gro- 
ups owing allegiance to them, me 
more they will strengthen the fun- 
damentalist trenJ " 

Shi" iie*. Sunnis and Christians 
all say they are wailing tor only 
one thing — the arrival ot the 
Lebanese army in the South. "The 
soldiers will be greeted with flo- 
wers. even if they’re Maroniics." 
predicts Hamdan. 

My taxi driver. Jamal, lives near 
Tyre harbour. A picture of a hal- 
oed Christ hangs on a damp w all ot 
his sitting room. Vet Jamal is a 
Sunni Muslim." ^ ou sec." he exp- 
lained. "when mv lantily moved 
into this house, they didn't Jure 
take the picture down, lor the nei- 
ghbourhood has been Christian 
for a very long time." On the opp- 
osite wall hangsthe photograph of 
a young man which his father con- 
templates (or a long time every 
evening before going to bed. The 
picture is his son. Ahmad Alawi 
1 2o ). w ho was among 3' ' Lcbane <e 
and Palestinian Jeuinecs who 
were killed when the governor’s 
office in Tyre was attacked. He 
had been picked up as a suspect 
and was to have been freed two 
davs later. — Le Monde. 






Oe*» at ow Crown Rottscr* 
Amman's Finest Restaurant 


for ff»* C*H 
*136 tS 



Tuesday 

Champagne Soiree 

Delicious champagne 
punch is served all night at 
the Al Rababa Night Club, 
only 2. 000 JD per glass 
plus . . . we ’ll collect business 
cards twice during the 
evening and hold two draws 
far a free battle of 
champagne - San tel 





Daily at 

AL MADAFA 

— Luncheon Buffet 
— Tea Time, from 4-6 p.m. 


for Res. call 660000/15 




RESTAURANTS 



* Panoramic 
view 

* Relaxing 
atmosphere 
to the music 
of Boudi ana L 
westor ** 


for reservations 

Te, -662831 

Shmeisani 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The First AL best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
I Tel. 38968 


MflSC. 


Y r— — WHENl 

CAR 7 
I J SHAKHSh 


L WHENEVER YOU ARE | N 
‘AMMAN. THERE IS NO BETTER 
CAR TO RENT THAN I 
SH.AKHSHIR RENT A CAR 



Executive Jet Charter 
and 

Air Ambulance Flights 
Middle East and Europe 
For details and reservations 

Call Tel: 91994. 94484. 93488 <2« B«1 
Tlx. 21608 WINGS JO 




RjeniA.Car 


rais\ 

666958 


Middle E.isi Hi.iel 

AMMAN. JORDAN 


4 t OASIS 

LOUNGE 

PASS A COUPLE OF 
CAREFREE HOURS. 
LISTENING TO LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
6 P.M. - 10 P.M. 




Do Not Leave 
AMMAN Without \f 
Having Eaten at l| 

, .. 


Excellent FRENCH 
Cuisine & Service 
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Reg ina's # 

amman's leading 
discotheque 
open every night 
from 9 pm. 
a meeting place for 
the dressed people 


7SE BANGS 

BEST STEAK HOUSE 
IN AMMAN 
TRY THE THICK JUICY 
AMERICAN SIRLOINS 

YUfC 




BUFFET FRIDAY G BUNOAV 


To advertise in 
. this section 
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gardens 

**** cj 
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. i i v X/ W"* 

The p/ace for Vs’ 'Ja 
the Gourmet /fl* 

Delicious CuisineJgBj 
Fresh Fish 

Lebanese MezzasT^Jyg| 
Excellent Service 

gU Tel: 8421 71 

842172 WT 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 




AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba 

Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Wadi Saqra Road Amman Road 

Near Holiday* Inn Hotel Near the Main Circle^ 

J_-7 - -"■' -'-i/Ttjfe'i. -.'jjfrr. : • V:rinr;Z!ib£ 


[^CHINESE 4 - E 

I Restaurant g 
B TAIWAN 1 

I 1 TOURISMO I 

3rd Circle. Jabal Amman H 
Opp. Akilah Hospital || 
o Try our specialities S 
I Peking Duck gg 

5 and Flaming Pol B 
I Traditional Chinese dishes E 
B Open daily i 

- 3:30 p.m. I 

4:30 p.m. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 1 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOUMA 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba g 

Take - away service ava - 1 
ilable 1 

Open daily 1 1 .30 - 3:3u - and 6:3'J I 

11:00 I 


g AQABA, Tel. 4415 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


☆ Living rooms : 

* Dining rooms 

* Bedroom secs 

* L ighting fixtures 

tfClubB for children 

* Modem Danish design 

* Feather upholstery 

* Danish-Pack Homes 

☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 


. The youtnful 
style witn an 
eye to the futu-.e 


To advertise in 
this section 


To advertise in 
this section 






Phone 666320 



Phone 666320 









Connors lands U.S. indoor 
title after last set drama 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee <R) — Jimmy Conn ore won 
the U.S. National Indoor Tennis Championship title 
tor the seventh time here Sunday after a last-set 
drama in which his French opponent Henri Leconte 
collapsed. 


Connors triumphed 6*3. 4-6. 
7-5 in a compelling UN-minute 
final which it seemed would end 
prematurely and under sad cir- 
cumstances when Leconte sud- 
denly colbpsed in ihe first game of 
*.he final seL. 

The Frenchman lay motionless 
on court for nearly two minutes 
surrounded by Connors, who had 
jumped over the net. trainer Bill 
Norris and an unidentified doctor, 
who leaped onto the court from 
his box seat. 

"1 don't know what happened. ' 
Leconte said after the match. *’ 1 
couldn't sec anything." 

Leconte finally got to his feeL 
but not before umpire Frank 
Hammond, under. Grand Prix 
conduct rules, was forced to assess 
first a warning for delay of game- 
then a point penalty, and finally a 
game penalty, giving Connors a 
1 -i) lead. 

On the changeover. Leconte ate 
chocolate and drank orange juice 
as instructed by Norris, the Ass- 
ociation of Tennis Professionals 
I ATP’ trainer. 

"He was dehydrated” Norris 
said. “He didn't have enough liq- 
uids." 


*‘l saw him lean over the bac- 
kstop at the end of the second set 
and 1 didn’t know what was going 
on.” said Connors. 

After stroking one ball off the 
roof of the building and another 
into the side fence. Leconte col- 
lapsed. 

Once play resumed, it was Con- 
nors who was tentative. “ 1 was put 
in a position of how to play som- 
ebody who is in a coma.” the 
American said. “If 1 keep the ball 
in play and run him around and get 
him overheated, then what?" 

Playing with uncertainty. Con- 
nors ran into trouble as Leconte 
showed no lasting effects and sta- 
rted stroking winners with con- 
fidence. 

In the third game Connors 
saved a breakpoint as Leconte 


missed a forehand. In the 11th 
game Connors was down 15-30 
but won the next three points for 
6-5. 

In the final game. Leconte 
double-faulted for 15-15. At 
30-30 the 16lh -seeded Fre- 
nchman missed a backhand volley, 
setting the stage for his eighth, and 
most crucial, double fault of the 
match. 

The victory, worth 545.000. 
gave Connors his 1 01st career 
title, his first victory of the year 
and first win since the U.S. Open 
last September. 

Connors' success increased his 
record number of U.S. indoor tit- 
les — Wylie Grant of the United 
States with five, all before 1912. is 
next on the list. 

Leconte earned S22.51MI in a 
thoroughly gutsy performance. 

The doubles title went to top- 
seeded Americans Peter Fleming 
and Fritz Buehniog. who beat 
fourth-seeded Heinz Gunthardt 
of Switzerland and Tomas Smid of 
Czechoslovakia 6-3. 6-(». 


U.S. gains 1st, 2nd 
as ski programme 
makes belated start 


SARAJEVO (R) — Debbie Arm- 
strong and Christ in Cooper lan- 
ded giant slalom gold and silver 
for the United States as the gla- 
mour alpine ski programme made 
its belated start at the Winter 
Olympics Monday. 

Blizzards forced officials to rev- 
amp the entire ski schedule and 
Armstrong had the honour of tak- 
ing the first crown of the slopes. 

She overhauled first leg pac- 
esetter Cooper down the second 
of the two runs and took the title 
by four tenths of a second. 

Tamara McKinney went close 
to producing an American sweep 
of the medals but French girl Per- 
rine Pelen split them with a sur- 
prise third place. She also took the 
bronze at the 198n Lake Placid 
Games. 

Armstrong's success ended a 
disappointing 12-year spell in 
which U.S. skiers have failed to 
strike gold at Olympic level. Bar- • 
bara Cochrane was the last to ach- 


Bubka fails to break own record 


EAST RUTHERFORD. New 
Jersey (Rj — Sergei Bubka of the 
Soviet Union beat Billy Olson in 
(he pole vault again Sunday but 
failed in a bid to break his own 
24-hour-old world indoor record. 


TIME 


A NEW U.S. PROPOSAL FOR START (Shultz aut- 
horised to advance new position, but Gromyko had 
deaf ears) 

WHAT THE MUSIC MEANT (Moscow as a leader dies) 
HOW ANDROPOV DIED (Medical report on the Soviet 
leader's illness) 

WHAT NEXT IN LEBANON? (Report on the power 
struggle within the country) 


TO LET 

Furnished room, with kitchenette, and a small ver- 
andah with central heating and hot water at Jabal 
Amman 3rd Circle. 

Phbne: 41379 



St. Valentine's at 
U OLIVIER 

When it comes to treating your Valentine 
There's no other place to wine and dine. 

Whether it's a party, or table for two 
We'll make your Valentine’s dream come 
true. 

Fall in Love at L' OLIVIER'S 
Forget its not! 

Tel: 819564 





Bubka. 20. broke his own mark 
when he vaulted 19 feet 1 .5 inches 
(5.83 me ires I in Los Angeles Fri- 
day night, but could manage only 
1* feet 8.25 inches (5.711 metres) 
at the U.S. Olympic invitational 
athletics meeting here Sunday. He 
then failed in three attempts at 1 9 
feet 2 inches (5.84 metres). 

Earl Bell of the United States 
also cleared IN feet N.25 inches 
Sunday nighL a personal best, on 
his third vault after Bubka had 
done so at his second attempt. 

Olson, the previous world ind- 
oor record-holder, surprisingly 
did not start until 1 s feet N.25 inc- 
hes. But he missed on all three 
attempts and was eliminated. 

Carl Lewis, who broke his own 
world indoor long jump record 
when he leaped 28 feet 10.25 inc- 
hes two weeks ago. won the event 
with a leap of 28 feet (1.75 inches 
(8.55 metres). 

After clearing 18 feet 8.25 inc- 
hes. Bubka, who grips his pole 
higher than anyothervaulter. pas- 
sed at 18 feel 10.25 inches, which 
Bell missed three times. 

On his first attempt at 19 feet 
two inches. Bubka got over the 
crossbar, only to hit it on the way 


down. He never came close on his 
ensuing two vaults. 

Olson, who finished second to 
Bubka at 19 feet 1.25 inch Friday 
night, was late arriving at the track 
because he was being treated for a 
hamstring injury. As a result, the 
25-year-old Texan was forced to 
begin at what turned out to be the 
winning height. 

Lewis. 22. a triple gold med- 
allist at the World Championships 
in Helsinki las( August, acc- 
omplished his best jump on the 
second of his five attempts. 

Larry vfyricks finished second 
at 26 feet 6.5 inches (8.09 metres). 

In the mile. Jose Abascal of 
Spain overtook Jim Spivey of the' 
United Stales about 25u yards 
from the finish to win in 3:55.69. 
Spivey was docked in 3:55.86. 
while Ross Donoghue finished 
third in 3:56.20. 

Apart from AbascaTs victory, 
the meet was dominated by Ame- 
ricans. 

Don Paige, the former 1.000- 
raetre world record-holder, ret- 
urned to indoor competition after 
a year's absence caused by a leg 
injury to set an American indoor 
record of 2:1 k.S.S. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment of three bedrooms for rent in 
Jubeiha. Only families. 

Please call tel: 844269 



ieve it. winning the slalom at the 
1 972 Sapporo Games: 

Medals table leaders East Ger- 
many took their sixth gold on the 
sixth day of action when Karin 
Enke won the women's 1.0(H) 
metres speed skating title. 

She sliced two and a half sec- 
onds off Soviet skater Natalia Pet- 
ruseva’s Olympic record but the 
Russian gained a little consolation 
by taking the bronze behind 
Enke's team mate Andrea Sch- 
oene. 

Enke also triumphed over 
1 -5(n ) metres on Thursday and 
gained the 500 metres silver on 
Friday. 

Cross country skiing is hardly a 
graceful sport but a man named 
Swan dominated the 15-km race. 

Sweden's Gunde Swan beat a 
Finnish trio to the gold after the 
Soviet challenge failed to mat- 
erialise. 

There were further problems in 
the ice hockey tournament when 
the West German team were thr- 
eatened with a fine if they con- 
tinue. to carry advertising on their 

tUDICS. 

The sport produced the biggest 
pre-games row in which five pla- 
yers were declared ineligible bec- 
ause of professional ties. 


United reclaims 
3rd place in 
title race 

LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United reclaimed third place in 
the first division with an emphatic 
5-0 win at Luton Sunday as the 
tussle for the English Soccer 
Championship narrowed sig- 
nificantly to just four sides. 

United, pushed into fourth 
place by West Ham’s win at Cov- 
entry Saturday, hauled themselves 
one point ahead of the Londoners 
with a convincing display. 

England captain Bryan Robson 
and Northern Ireland striker 
Norman Wbiteside grabbed two 
goals apiece as United, who also 
hit the post and the bar. coasted to 
their biggest win of the season. 

Robson netted first eight min- 
utes before halftime with Whi- 
teside adding a second just two 
minutes later. Luton battled hard 
to get back into the game after the 
break but Robson. Stapleton and 
Whiteside each scored in the clo- 
sing ID minutes to seal an easy 
win. 


W. German soccer stars 
under fire from 





By Paul Radford * 
Renter 

BONN (R) — West German soc- 
cer stars, once the nation's idols, 
now face abuse and insults from 
disgruntled fans as the game plu- 
nges into a serious image crisis. 

First division (Bundesliga) 
clubs, who resumed their league 
title campaign last week after the 
annual six-week winter break, are 
showing alarm at the rift which has 
developed between players and 
supporters. 

Many believe the problem must 
be tackled quickly before it cri- 
pples the game. 

National goalkeeper Harald 
‘Ton? Schumacher, for years one 
of West German/ s most popular 
stars, was stunned at a recent 
meet-the-players session of his 
Cologne club when one fan asked 
him: “Why are you so arrogant?” 
Another asked: “is it because 
you earn so much money that you 
care so little about what happens 
in the stadium?” 

Schumacher complained bit- 
terly afterwards that the fans were 
“malicious and aggressive." He 
said the meeting resembled an 
inquisition and vowed he would 
never attend another. 

Cologne trainer Hannes Loehr 
sighed nostalgically for the days 
when fans merely wanted to know 
what sixe boots the players wore. 

Schumacher’s experience was 
not an isolated one. It reflects a 
disenchantment among the soccer 
public which can be heard each 
day in thousands of conversation 
in factories, offices and bars thr- 
oughout the country. 

Ask a West German soccer fan 
what he thinks of the state of the 
game and he will almost invariably 
reply that the players are ove- 
rpaid. arrogant and cosseted and 
that they put little effort into the 
sport which rewards them so well. 

Paul Breitner. the Bayern Mun- 
ich midfielder who retired last 
year, said he quit the game at the 
relatively early age of 31. partly 
because he “was no longer pre- 
pared to be called a swine by 
eight-year-old fans.” 

Bernard Dietz, a former nat- 
ional team captain with 13 years' 
Bundesliga experience, says fans’ 
attitudes have recently changed. If 
you pause for breath. lie said, they 
are liable to shput:,“Move you- 
rself. you lazy dog.” 

The roots of the discontent can 
be traced back to the 1982 World 
Cup in Spain where the National 
team, despite reaching the final, 
attracted an unprecedented wave 


DIPLOMATIC MISSION HAS 

VACANCY FOR INFORMATION 
ASSISTANT 

Applicant must have excellent knowledge of written 
and spoken Arabic and English. Applicant should be 
able to translate from English to Arabic and Arabic to 
English. Preference will be given to those who have 
experience in radio broadcasting, journalism, or rel- 
ated field. 

Send resume to P.O. Box 354, Amman, giving phone 
number if available. 


^ 4 


’ FOR RENT 

Ten Modem furnished and unfurnished apartments in one 
building each consists of: 

A) Two bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen and bath. 

B) One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bath. 
Centrally heated and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th Circles. 

Tel: 41443 


DELUXE FURNISHED HOUSE 
FOR RENT 

Nicely decorated and furnished house consisting of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, reception, living 
room and dining room, with separate sitting room and 
large fully-equipped kitchen. 

Approx, area 300 sq. metres with garden, telephone, 
central heating and wall-to-wall carpeting. 

Location: Jabal Amman - 2nd Circle. 

Please contact tel. 42Q35 between 9.00-12.00 and 
15.00-18.00. 


of bad publicity. 

An incredible 2-1 defeat at the 
hands of little Algeria, the scandal 
of the 1 -4 1 win over Austria which 
looked — even to most West 
Germans — like a fixed result and 
Schumacher's serai- final ‘four 
that landed Frenchman Patrick 
Battiston m hospital all played a 
role. 

Arrogant statements to the 
press and refusals to give int- 
erviews did not help. But the big- 
gest faux pas of ail came in Gijon 
when some players threw water 
over West German fans to drive 
them away from the team hotel. 
West Germans believe pas- 


badly before qualifying Cw'JaneV 
European Champion^tipstsvgra- 
nce. losing twice te-Ntobem ire^ - 
land and only bearing Albania 
home. with a goal lOmihwesfrom 
time. -.'vr 

Then, for the first time ever^npL 
one of the six dub teams m Pn p. ~ 
opean compethfons reacfted tfte 
quarter-finals. . 1 . 

This disaster has. at least, hd- - 
ped the clubs .concentrate Itbciri 
minds on stopping tbeaJfonsfion- 
of- their spectators. ,i:\ - 

Bundesliga ■ attendances last 
season fell from 8.3 miHion_fiv 5 
years ago to 6.2 nuflkni, the lowest 
figure since 1972/73 when soccer 


sio riately in getting value for was undergoing an. earlier image - 
money and the thought of sup- crisis caused by a major bribery 
porters who had sacrificed a lot of scandal. ’ - • : r \- •• - 

cash to follow their team to Spain With little evidence . 
being treated in this way by roveraept this season sotne ebobs 
highly-paid players was hard to are seriously trying to build bri- 
swallow. * dges between pfayejrs and boa. 

Domestic croweds were woon Borussia Dortmund ate' In- 
venting their anger, demanding lowing Cologne in starting op en 
more effort from firstdivision pla- discussions between team mem- 
yers. many of whom earn upwards hers and supporters while Bayer 
of 30U.IXM1 marks (S 100.000) a Leverkusen launched a campaign 
year. last week under the 'slogan^pich 

West Germany’s decline as a fessionais with heart.” 
soccer power since the World Cup B ayer publicity chief Wflfi Gie- 


has only served to increase the 
fans' disenchantment with their 
erstwhile heroes. 

The national side stumbled 


rlichsaid: “Our player? must shtow. 
heart on the field and in^hev dea- 
lings with the spectators and tfreir . 
fellow-men.” - . - • \ ._•••• 


Zaheer to captain Pakistan 
in tests against England 


ber 2-0 and failed to qualify -for 
the one-day World Series Cup fin- 
als. ■ 

Zaheer led Pakistan in the first 
three tests in Australia recently 
because Imran's injury problems 
kept him out of action for much of 
the tour. 

■ Zaheer. who has played in 66 
tests, was fined a token 2.000 rup- 
ees (S 150) for a breach of the pla- 
yers’ code of conduct by a BCCP 
disciplinary committee last week. - 
The fine was the result of an 
article by Zaheer which appeared 
in the Dawn newspaper las month . 
saying Pakistan “performed like a 
bunch of nincompoops" in Aus- 
tralia. 

In addition to the fine. Zaheer 
was warned to desist in future 
from such breaches of the code 
which bars players from making 
public comments on tours three 
months before and after they have 

Zaheer 1 s appointment follows P lace 
recent turmoil in Pakistan cricket . Butt said the new selection 
in which Nur Khan resigned as committee wil! be led by Haseeb 
BCCP president, team manager Ahsan. who headed a similar 
Intikhab Alara Ouit. and long- committee that resigned in protest 
serving test wicketkeeper Wasim last October after Nur Khan 
Bari decided to retire. over-ruled their recommendation 

The moves came in the wake of not to name Imran for the Aus- 
Pakistan's dismal tour of Australia trajian tour because his fitness was 
where they lost the five-test rub- in doubt. 


LAHORE (Rj — Zaheer Abbas 
w31 captain Pakistan in the for- 
thcoming three-match home test 
series against England, who arrive 
on February 28 for a short tour. 

The appointment was ann- 
ounced vlonday by Major Gen- 
eral Safdar Bun. the new pre- 
sident of the Pakistan Cricket 
Control Board (BCCP). after a 
meeting of the BCCP council 
• which also named a three-man 
committee to select the rest of the 
team. 

Zaheer is chosen following ins- 
pirational skipper Imran Khan's 
announcement last week that he 
would not be available for the ser- 
ies. 

All-rounder Imran is still rec-. 
overing from a stress fracture of 
the left shin suffered- a year ago, 
and his decision was made largely 
on a doctor's advice. 


FOR SALE 

Fiat Ritmo 75, metalk silver. 47,000 kilometres. A/C 1980 
model, in very good condition, final price JD 2300. 

Call tel. No: 812352 after 6 p.m. daHy 


ARABIC CLASSES FOR FOREIGNERS 

The Centre for Language Studies offers 

STANDARD AND COLLOQUIAL ARABIC 

Classes held between 6-7 p.m. 

Special groups on request 
Registration is open until February 15, time 4-6 p.m. 
C.L.S. tel: 661424 - Amman 


SMALL SEMI FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A fifth floor apartment in a building with a lift consisting of 
two bedrooms, salon, sitting room, kitchen, bathroom and 
toilette, with central heating and separate telephone. 

Location: Behind Regency Palace hotel 

Please call tel: 671750, between 6 and 9 p.m. 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel; 44092-44280 

AN OFFICER 
AND A GENTLEMAN 

Richard Gere 
Debra Winger 

(Colour) 


Performance*: 3-6 - 8:30 


Cinema 

fLHUSSEiN 


Tel: 22117 


AVOCATO 

(Colour) 

"Arabic film" 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:306 


Cinema 

RNINBOW 

Tel: 25155 


JACQUELINE 

KENNEDY 


Performances: 3:30-6 - S ;30 


Cinema 

ZRHRfffl 

Tel: 23171 


LAST GAME 

(Colour) 

"Italian Film" 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 



Cinema 


BfiSMRN 

Tel: 30126 


SATI-BI-SATA 


(Colour) 

‘Indian Rim" 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- RIKSHA 

■"Indian film" 

2- HUMAN BEING 
AND VERSUS 
THE MONSTER 


Cinema 

RRGHRDRN 

Tel: 22198 ' 

TROUBLE 
MAKERS IN THE 
ARMY 

“Arabic ftim" 

Performances: 12r3-S3b8 ' 








UAE to ask Britain 
to import more oil 

ABU DHABI IR) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is to ask 
Britain lo buy more oil to redress a sharp drop in its UAE oil imports, 
the petroleum and mineral resources mini stry said Sunday. 

A statement said the issue would be raised at a meeting in London 
on Thursday of the joint UAE-British economic committee. 

It said Britain imported only 10.7 million barrels of UAE ofl in 
1982 compared with 64.1 million barrels in 1975. 

Britain topped the fist of foreign exporters to the UAE in 1981 
with a total of 2.52 billion dirhams (about S690 million) worth of 
goods. 

EC to lend Egypt 
$34m for electricity 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community is to lend about 534 
million to help to link up an Egyptian gas-fuelled power station to the 
national electricity grid, officials said Monday. 

The cash would help to install more than 1 50 kilometres of power 
lines and build sub-starions for the 900-raegawatt Shoubrah El Khe- 
ima power plant north of Cairo, which is due for completion in 1987. 

The 1 5-year loan is from the European Investment Bank to the 
Egyptian Electricity Authority at 7.15 per cenL after deducting a 
three per cent interest subsidy funded from the community budget. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON I R) — The market closed mixed in quiet trading with 
most attention centred on special situation stocks such as Phoenix 
Assurance, which jumped 31 p to 481 after 490 on renewed bid 
speculation, dealers said. 

At J5oo the F.T. index was down 1.7 at 803.7. but the newly 
inaugurated London stock exchange index of lull shares rose 1 .7 
to 1019.7, 

Government bonds were firmer where changed, but trading 
was minimal due to the partial U.S. holiday. Gold shares were 
mixed but with a lower bias in dull trading. North American 
shares were quietly firmer, dealers said. 

T.I. group rose 14p after the chairman's denial of a bid app- 
roach from General Electric of the U.S. and Dalgetywas lop up at 
456 following the announcement of a 73 per cent increase in 
half-year pre-tax profits, dealers said. 

Oils moved off best levels on profit-taking having opened hig- 
her after the weekend escalation in the Iran- Iraq conflict. Shell 
was l up up at 61 1 after 613. Lasrao rose 13p to 318 and B.P. 
added 5p to 423 after 428. 

Among stocks quoted in ex-dividend form Tate and Lyle fell 
1 5p to 393 while Cable and Wireless eased 1 Op to 3 1 3. Grand met. 
however, moved up 5 p to 345 despite being quoted ex-dividend. 


HflRPiS 



J 



*We were out of cream and sugar, so 1 put in 
a scoop of ice cream!” 


i that SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


TIM 

IAD 



□ 

□ 

d 


CHJjh 



DACKE 


□ 

LG 




YAFULT 


ITT 



CADILP 


r 


ID 

IL 


A CAREFUL PRIVER IS 
THE GUY WHO HAS 
JUST SEEN THE CAR 
IN FRONT OF HIM 
GET THIS. 

.... — ■ — 

Now arrange the rinded tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: Q fill X~D 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 
I Jumble* HENCE UNITY JUNKET SHAKEN 
| Answer In the pen doing a long sentence— THE INK 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (Rl — 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against ihe dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

... iJ.JtLJ L . 

One sterling 

1.4170>SU 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.2461*65 

Canadian dollars 


2.736S/7R 

West German marks 


3.0855/65 

Dutch guilders 


2.238(1/90 

Swiss francs 


56.03TI7 

Belgian francs 


8.4220/50 

French francs 


1684.75'! 685.75 

Italian lire 


234.38/48 

Japanese yen 


8.09(10*095(1 

Swedish crowns 


7.7675'7725 

Norwegian crowns 


9.9725*9775 

Danish crowns 

| One ounce of gold 377.25*377.75 

U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF* 

By Harris 


Japanese firms win 
$200m job in Sharjah 

ABU DHABI (R) — A Japanese consortium has agreed in principle 
with the government of Sharjah to set up a S2IK1 million Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas (LPG) plant in the emirate. Japanese officials said 
Monday. 

They told Reuters that a consortium of C. Itoh Company and • 
Japan Gas Corporation were now preparing a draft final agreement 
and were expected to return to Sharjah with it in the next seven to 1 0 
days. 

Consultants for the project, which industry sources said would 
have a daily capacity of 300 million cubic feec would be Bechtel 
Corporation of the United States. 

They said the Japanese consortium, which would also help in 
marketing the LPG, presented the lowest tender for the plant, to be 
built on the site of the Sharjah oil field with an estimated 7,000 billion 
cubic feet in gas reserves. 

There was no immediate word on the expected completion date for 
the plant. 

FTC approves largest corporate merger 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The largest corporate merger in U.S. 
history — between the Texaco Oil Company and Geuy Oil Co. — 
received tentative approval Monday from the Federal Trade Com- 
mission (FTCl. 


S. Arabia tightens 
control over banks 

BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia has announced new 
measures to improve control over its banking system 
and stem outflows of the Saudi currency bom the 
country, senior banking sources in Saudi Arabia 
said Monday. 

The Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA). the kingdom's 
central bank, Sunday told banks of a new scheme under which it 
would ask them to deposit funds in special new accounts. 

It asked the nine Saudi commercial banks to deposit a total 351) 
million riyals (SI IK! million) in the first of a planned weekly offering 
of the deposits. 

Banks will get back one million riyals (5285.0011) after 13 weeks 
for every deposit of just over 979.000 riyals (5279.000). giving them 
an effective annual yield of 8.5776 per cent. 

By varying the amounts of funds held in the new bankers security 
deposit accounts. SAMA will be able to influence the amount of 
money in the banking system and hence increase its control over 
interest rates. 

Bankers said that by soaking up funds the new accounts would 
stem the drift of Saudi riyals out of t he kingdom, particularly to banks 
in Bahrain, which has long been a matter of conem to the Saudi 
authorities. 


Ford plans new global strategy 


RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil has 
the potential to match Japan as a 
low-cost source of high-quality 
cars, says Mr. Bob Lutz, executive 
vice-president of Ford Int- 
ernational Automotive Ope- 
rations and responsible for all the 
Ford activities outside North 
America. 

To back his point. Ford has Iasi 
month launched Brazilian-built 
versions of its Escort car in three 
European markets — Norway. 
Sweden and Finland — with a lau- 
nch in Iceland to follow this month 
or in March. 

The Brazilian cars will go on 
sale alongside European versions 
of the Escort, but will have retail 
prices 6 per cent to 7 per cent 
below those for the European 
cars. 

Visually there is tittle difference 
between the two versions, but the 
new imports have Brazilian- 
designed engines of U4U ecs or 
1,550 ccs. They will, however, 
incorporate Ford’s five-speed tra- 
nsmission, which is made in Bor- 
deaux. France. 

Ford sees a need for the Bra- 
zilian cars in order to price some 
Escort models against the Jap- 
anese in the Scandinavian mar- 
kets. In Scandinavia the Japanese, 
do tioT face 1 ine lYJpe/cem tariff: 
imposed by the European Com- 
munity (E.C.j. 

The Japanese have 36 per cent 
of the Norwegian car market 
where Ford is market leader in 
company terms, with 15 percent. 
In Finland, the Japanese have 
nearly 4U per cent, but in Sweden, 
which has its own domestic man- 
ufacturers. their share is only aro- 
und 1 5 per cent. 

Ford has imported 3.000 Bra- 
zilian Escorts for the launch and 
will gear future imports. to Eur- 
opean events. "" 

The group has a clear interest in 
Brazil fulfilling its potential as a 
car-producer. It has in the past few 
years clawed its way back to pro- 
fitability in many Asia-Pacific and 
South American markets by swi- 
tching the sourcing of its cars from 
Western industrialised countries. 


particularly the U.K.. to Japan. 

Ford owns, however, only 25/ 
percent ofToyo Kogyo. the Jap- 
anese supplier of cars for its net- 
work in Asia-Pacific, but has alm- 
ost 1 u(> per cent of Ford do Brazil. 

Mr. Lutz says: “We are con- 
tinuing to develop the relationship 
with Toyo Kogyo. But we are also 
devoting a lot of attention to Bra- 
zil.” 1 

A Toyo Kogyo designed small 
car will be produced at a 5500 mil- 
lion plant announced only Iasi 
month which Ford intends to build 
in Mexico. The cars will be mainly 
exported to the U.S. 

But, Brazil remains central to 
Ford’s strategy. It has a large 
domestic car market and dev- 
eloped industrial infrastructure. 
Wage rates in the Sao Paulo area, 
the major vehicle-producing reg- 
ion, are about S2 an hour. 

“ You can take a reasonably well 
educated labour force, and int- 
roduce Japanese methods of emp- 
loyee training and employee inv- 
olvement to get first-class qua- 
lity.” says Mr. Lutz. 

Until recently, the Brazilian 
component suppliers had been “a 
problem because some of the big 
suppliers have had a quasr- 
monopolistic position, and. bee-' 
a use imports of parts are pro- 
hibited. tjtey have been able to 
charge more or less what they 
wanted. 

“But we are in the process of 
pointing out to the Brazilian sup- 
pliers that they have got to be 
more efficient and more com- 
petitive on a world basis. We've 
made very good progress in con- 
vincing them that this can be so. 
My big hope is that by doing the 
right things in Brazil we can make 
that country cost competitive with 
the Japanese in the production of 
automobiles.” Mr. Lutz added. 

One element in Ford's global 
strategy is to be represented in 
every world car market — as long 
as it can make a return on inv-. 
estment. But, according to Mr. 
Lutz: “That is not to say that if the 
bottom line is not there we pull up 
stakes and get out.” 


The point came, however, when 
"we had to identify a lower-cost 
source.” In Asia-Pacific “we have 
turned round from being a per- 
ennial lossmaking operation” 
supplied out of Europe, to “a very 
healthy profit-making operation 
supplied oul of Japan. And that 
turnround took place even in cou- 
. n tries where we once had a great 
deal of difficulty making any 
money — like New Zealand. Tai- 
wan and Malaysia.” 

In 1982 the Toyo Kogyo- 
supplied products helped Ford 
take market leadership over its 
arch-rival General Motors (G.M.i 
in Australia for the first time in 
more than 30 years — and Ford 
made profits while G.M. piled up 
losses there. 

In all. Ford earned 8613 million 
ouiside North America in 1 982. a 
5226 million improvement on 
1981. Ford as a whole lost 5658 
million in that year, compared 
with 51.06 billion in 1981. 

The Ford business has helped 
push Toyo Kogyo. which sells its 
own cars under the Mazda badge, 
into ninth place in the world's veh- 
icle production league with an 
output in 1982 of 1 .2 million, only 
just behind Fiat's 1.3 million. In 
1983 Toyo Kogyo' s production' 
rose to 1 .34 million. 

Not too many years 'hgo. For(f : 
was following a regional policy 
with North America. South Ame- 
rica and Europe each doing its 
own thing. 

Mr. Lutz argues: “There has to 
be a global strategy because it is 
getting so incredibly expensive to 
create new car model lines. So you 
either have to earn more money 
on a car iu order to generate the 
necessary financing for its rep- 
lacement or you have to extend 
the life of each model, or you have 
■ to start trimming your product 
lines.” 

“None of these are satisfactory" 
alternatives! During the next eight 
to 1U years, says Mr. Lutz, “we 
will try to get as many mechanical 
components as possible to be int- 
erchangeable between cars we 
make around the world." 


“We now routinely ask our- 
selves when designing new eng- 
ines and transmissions ‘will it fit in 
our cars of similar size in all pans 
of the world?’ And we do those 
packaging studies even if there is 
no immediate apparent need to 
use that unit around the world." 

Mr. Lut 2 also suggests: “There 
is nothing indecent about Ford of 
Europe designing a transmission 
for North America or North Ame- 
rica designing an engine for Ford 
of Europe. As we reduce the 
number of people working in the 
product development area we 
have to lake advantage of pockets 
of slack as they occur — som- 
ething we did not do in the past." 

Eventually Ford will attempt to 
head back to a “world car" str- 
ategy as embodied in the Escort, 
which is produced in Europe. 
North and South America and 
South Africa and has a com- 
parable model in Toyo Kogyo’ s 
line-up. called the Lazer. 

However, a “world cal'* can 
push up costs if there is no need to 
replace models in both North 
America and Europe at the same 
lime. 

This problem is exacerbated if 
the group wants to build the world 
car in Latin America or Asia- 
Pacific markets, because this 
i could involve cutting short the use 
of partly-amortised equipment to 
get into step with Europe. 

"In places like Mexico. Ven- 
ezuela. Argentina and Brazil or 
South Africa where you have 
local content regulations and rel- 
atively high investment per unit 
and relatively high piece cost per 
unit, you simply cannot cycle the 
products as quickly as in Europe 
and the U.S." 

Mr. Lutz quotes as an example 
Ford of Europe's car engine plant 
at Bridgend. Wales. “That went 
from being a very good decision at 
three Deutschemarks to the 
pound to being a disastrous dec- 
ision at 4.2 Deutschemarks to the 
pound and back to being a good 
decision at 3_5 Deutschemarks to 
the pound" — Financial Times 
news feature. 


Peanuts 


PUT YOUR ICE 5KATE5 ON, 
MARCIE..IT RAINEP LAST 
NI6KTANPTOE 5IPEWAU5 
ARE ALL FROZEN ...WE 
CAN 5tO\TE TO SCHOOL! 



TOE KIP5 IN 
I holunp Always 

5KATE TO 
SCHOOL 



| WE'LL GET to) I PON T 
SCHOOL A / BELIEVE 
| LOT FASTER | THAT 
THIS' WAY.. y EITHER, SIR! 
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Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


HES a sword swallower/ 
HE USED TO COME IN HERB 
AND EAT PEAS WfTH HIS 
KNIFE AND SWALLOW 
THE KNIFE J 



OF COURSE, THERE'S A \ 
[TRICK TO IT/ HE SHOWED v 
ME HOW IT'S DONE SO 
THAT NIGHT I TRIED 
h IT IN FRONT OF 
ICOMRANY/ 


WELL, HOW 
DID THE 


WELL, IT WASN’T 
EXACTLY PERFECT 
BUT THOSE TONSILS 
HAD TO COME OUT 
ANYWAY/ 

xr 



Andy Capp 



N 

FINISH THAT 
FDR ME, PET 
I CANJT 
MANAGE ■ < 
ANYMORE ) 




thats what i like 

ABOUT GANN ED 
. YOU CANT SAVE 
ANY TILL LATER 



Nigeria to import 
essential commodities 

LAGOS lOPECNAi — Essential commodities worth about .8238 
million are expected to arrive in Nigeria within (he next few weeks. 
■Brigadier Tunde Idiaghnn. chief of staff, supreme headquarters, 
announced at the weekend. 

He told newsmen chat some of the items would incluJe babv food, 
evaporated and powdered milk, sugar, salt, tyres and lubes. 

He said one of the military administration's approaches to rc\ amp 
the economy was to revalidate or issue import licences for essential 
goods including raw materials and food items — to large com- 
panies with nationwide distribution networks. 

This was designed to combat the scarcity of essential commodities, 
he stressed. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1884 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You will be tied down 
today to some condition requiring you to exercise a con- 
scientious approach. It is likely to be of interest where 
family or emotions are concerned. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Make sure that all is 
operating harmoniously at home. Handle business af- 
fairs wisely. Not a good day for entertaining. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Exercise greater care 
in driving and also in conversations. Make sure that any 
statements are accurately made. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be careful in handling 
monetary affairs or you could lose a good deal. You may 
get some advice that is not good, so forget it. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) A situation 
that does not concern you can get you upset if you per- 
mit. Not a good day to be social. 

LEO (Jul. 22'to Aug. 21) There is an annoyance that 
you can do little about, so forget it. Don't take up any 
debatable points with a loved one. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Don't permit a high- 
strung friend to take your time. Analyze your personal 
aims better. Use care and tact. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A higher-up could be in 
an irate mood and is looking for a whipping-boy, so be 
sure it isn't you. Don't be nervous. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get that annoying mat- 
ter solved in an adroit fashion instead of trying to work 
dangerous angles. Not a good day to plan a trip. Relax. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You feel you 
have more to do than you can handle; but you will be 
surprised how much you can do now. Avoid quarreling. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Steer clear of an 
outsider who is not thinking clearly. Avoid trouble. Not 
a good day for making contracts. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You may be using 
the wrong system and find it hard to get work done. 
Avoid fellow worker who is itching for a fight. 

- PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't run off to some 
expensive pleasure out -of frustration or anger. Your 
mate could have a legitimate complaint 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... be or she wil) 
be someone who will have a positive outlook on life and 
be very independent. Be sure to teach the facts of life. 
One who will always make a plan for any venture and 
then carry through with it 

* * * 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel." What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Nancy McCarthy 


ACROSS 
1 Esprit de 
corps 
5 NCOs 
9 Flower 

14 King's 
address 

15 Swiss 
waterway 

16 RetaN 
establlsh- 

* merit 

17 River of 

. Miss, and 
Ala. 

19 — cum la tide 

20 Haffems 
‘21 Moon 

goddess 

23 From a 
distance 

24 Wings 


25 Musician 
Peter 

27 Secure, as 
a hatch 

30 Hatch and 
Eagleton 

34 Indian 

35 Male tabby 

37 Luau 
necklace 

38 Residences 

40 Successful 
show 

41 Surpass 
55MPH 

43 Railways 

44 Piper's 
son? 

47 Gaelic 

48 Pub 

50 Followed 
orders 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



52 Prunes away 

53 Growl 

54 Is sick 
56 Fortune 

teller's 

cards 

59 — Paulo 
62 Ms. Garbo 
64 Hatchets 

66 Vehicle for 
Andretti 

67 Necfc-and- 
neefc 

68 Podium 

69 Leg Joint 

70 Antitoxins 

71 Lab heater 

DOWN 

1 Noted 
IL name 

2 Social VIP 

3 Weapons 

4 Beak 

5 Showy 
display 

6 Aesop tale 

7 Indian 

8 Noticed 

9 Balaam's 
critic 

10 Scot, royal 
house 

11 Gross 
silliness 

12 Humorist 
Bombeck 

13 Admiral 
or guard 

18 Capri, e.g. 


22 Town in 
Sicily 

24 SuH to — 

26 Takes food 

27 Variety 
of tea 

28 Coral isle 

29 Magnum 

30 Deliver 
a blow 

31 Outside: 
pref. 

32 Della — 

33 Favored a 
faction 

36 Units of 
resistance 

39 Half 

42 Equal 

45 Evict 

46 Super Bowl 
hero 

49 Youth 
stopover 

51 Wild party 

53 Marine Pyle 

54 Taj Mahal 
site 

55 Persia 

57 Stutterer 
Roscoe 

58 Range 

59 Dispatch 
a fly 

60 Related 

61 Pelion’s 
partner 

63 Exist 

65 Citrus 
cooler 




i 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 



■ 




54 

55 



1 

62 




69 

68 





59 
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Six key politburo members: Front row from left. Gromyko, Chernenko, Tikhonov; second row, Romanov, Victor Grishin and Gorbachev 
(file photo) 


pay respects to Andropov 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Preparations and nat- 
ional gestures of respect continued Sunday, as the 
world awaited the funeral of Soviet leader Yuri And- 
ropov, who died Thursday. 


In Belgrade. Yugoslavia pro- 
claimed Feb. 14. the day of the 
Funeral, a day of national mou- 
rning. the news agency Tanjug 
reported. 

A government announcement 
said ail public institutions would 
fiy the Yugoslav flag at half staff, a 
gesture also made when Mr. And- 
ropov's predecessor, Mr. Leonid 
Brezhnev, died. 

Earlier most Soviet Bloc cou- 
ntries announced that Tuesday 
would be a day of national mou- 
rning. while Bulgaria announced 
both Monday and Tuesday days of 
mourning. 

In Bucharest, the Romanian 
state-run Agerpres News Agency 
announced that a Romanian 
Communist Parry and state del- 
egation. led by President Nicolae 
Ceausescu. will attend the cer- 


emony. 

It did not name the other mem- 
bers of the Romanian delegation, 
but said the decision was made at a 
meeting of the party's Executive 
Political Committee t politburo i. 
which is headed by Mr. Ceausescu 
as party chief. 

Czechoslovakia will be rep- 
resented by President and Com- 
munist Party Leader Gustav 
Husak. Premier LubomtrStrougai 
and Central Committee Secretary 
Vasil Biiak. the state-run media 
announced in Prague. 

Elsewhere. Swiss officials ann- 
ounced that Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Pierre Aubert. a former pre- 
sident would fly to Moscow Mon- 
day to represent that neutral cou- 
ntry. 

Mr. Aubert will be acc- 
ompanied at the graveside by a 


Moscow sends second 
carrier to Pacific Ocean 


SINGAPORE t R| — The Soviet 
Union has sent a second aircraft 
carrier to the pacific, boosting the 
operational capability -of its Far 
East Rect. a senior U.S. navy int- 
elligence officer said Monday. 

The officer told Reuters the car- 
rier Novorossiysk would enter the 
Malacca Straits Tuesday on its 
way to the Pacific where it would 
join another Soviet carrier, the 
Minsk. 

The Novorossiysk, acc- 
ompanied by a cruiser, a guided- 
missile frigate and an amphibious 
support ship, is expected to caU at 
Cam Ranh Bay in southern Vie- 
tnam. extensively used by the Sov- 
iet navy, he added. 

Cam Ranh Bay also provides 
support' facilities for Soviet war- 
ships operating in the Indian 
Ocean, he said, adding: "At any 
day of the year there are 20 to 26 
ships operating out of Cam 
Ranh." 


At least four Soviet TU-95 Bear 
planes and a number of Badger 
bombers with a range of I.tMItr 
miles operate out of Cam Ranh 
Bay and Da Nang, another Vie- 
tnamese port, he added. 

Ho Chi Minh City, formerly 
known as Saigon, provided aux- 
iliary and repair facilities for some 
of the Soviet warships, he said. 

The officer is attached to the 
U.S. Seventh Fleet flagship Blue 
Ridge which arrived in Singapore 
Monday for a four-day goodwill 
visit from Subic Bay in the Phi- 
lippines. 

Non-Communist South East 
Asian countries have expressed 
growing concern in recent months 
over the expansion of Soviet naval 
and air activities in southern Vie- 
tnam. 

The Kremlin had a total 
strength of 25 warships, including 
one Kiev class aircraft carrier, in 
the Indian Ocean, he said. 




GOREN BRIDGE 




BY CHARLES GOREN 
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TACKLE THE RIGHT SUIT FIRST 


Neither vulnc 
deals. 

NORTH 
♦ AQ3 
S? J52 
0 K742 
*962 


vulnerable. 


no trump with a stopper in 
hearts. North's four club 
denied a heart stopper, and 
Tommy settled for the club 
game. 

West led the four of 


WEST EAST 

*106 * J 9852 

TK94 T A Q 10763 

CJ983 v 105 

* Q 1074 * Void 

SOUTH 

* K 74 
*T 8 

0 A Q6 

* A K J853 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 


1 NT 2 
4 * Pass 
Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Four of 


Right from the the 
moment he picked up the 
cards to deal the first hand. 
Trump Coup Tommy felt 
that it was going to be his 
day. As you know. Tommy is 
the ciub hack who becomes a 
genius the moment things 
begin breaking badly. Club 
members are convinced that, 
if world championships could 
be played with preset hands 
in which all the distributions 
are abominable. Tommy 
would be unbeatable. 

Tommy’s bid of three 
hearts was forcing, and it in- 
vited his partner to bid three 


hearts. East won the ace and 
continued the suit. Tommy 
ruffed, and he beamed with 
delight when East showed 
out on the king of clubs. Now 
the contract could only be 
made via a trump coup, and 
to accomplish that declarer 
had to shorten his trumps, 
then strip the hand. 

A lesser mortal might first 
have tackled the spade suit, 
but he would have been 
defeated as the cards lie. 
Tommy realized that he 
could not make bis contract 
unless West held at least 
three diamonds. So he cashed 
three rounds of diamonds, 
and when East showed out on 
the third round, Tommy ruff- 
ed a diamond. He crossed to 
the ace of spades, ruffed a 
heart, crossed back to the 
queen of spades and ruffed 
another heart. 

Tommy was down to the 
king-jack of trumps and king 
of spades, while West had 
three trumps. Tommy simply 
exited with the king of 
spades. We9t was forced to 
ruff, and then had to lead a 
trump from his queen into 
Tommy's king-jack tenace. 
Tommy lost ouly a heart 
trick and a spade ruff. 


senior foreign affairs department 
official and Switzerland's amb- 
assador in Moscow. Karl Fritschi. 

Representing Greece will be 
Premier Andreas Papandrcou. a 
government announcement said 
Foreign Minister Yaonis Har- 
aiambopoulos will accompany Mr. 
Papandreou. it added. 

The secretary general of the 
pro- Moscow Greek Communist 
Party. Harilaos Florakis. and Gri- 
goris Farakos. a leading member 
of the party central committee, 
will also attend, a Communist 
Party spokesman said. 

Kampuchean leader HengSam- 
rin left Sunday for Moscow to att- 
end Mr. Andropov's funeral.the 
Vietnam News Agency reported 
Monday, 


The three communist Ind- 
ochinese countries are sending 
their top leaders to Mr. And- 
ropov's funeral. It was earlier 
announced that Truong Chinh. 
chairman of Vietnam’s state cou- 
ncil. and Laotian Head of State 
Prince Souphanouvong will be 


leading delegations to the funeral. 

Chinese Vice-Premier Wan Li 
left Peking Monday to attend the 
slate funeral for Mr. Andropov, 
expressing hopes for better ties 
between the two estranged Com- 
munist powers. 

Mr. Wan is the most senior Chi- 
nese official to visit Moscow since 
then Premier ChuEn Lai in 1961. 
His delegation included Vice For- 
eign Minister Oian Qichen. who 
heads the Chinese side at talks on 
normalising Sinb-Soviet talks 
which began late in 1982. 

Mr. Wan told reporters at Pek- 
ing Airport that Mr. Andropov 
had several times indicated that 
relations between the Soviet 
Union and China should be nor- 
malised. “We share that desire.” 
he said. 

He added that the nor- 
malisation talks had led to an imp- 
rovement in ties, but there stQl 
existed a number of obstacles. 
“We hope to remove these obs- 
tacles through friendly con- 
sultations." he said. 


Australia deplores Soviet 
naval build-up in Pacific 


SINGAPORE (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke Mon- 
day deplored the build-up of Sov- 
iet naval strength and increasing 
superpower rivalry in the Pacific. 

Mr. Hawke, in Singapore on a 
three-day official visit, was com- 
menting on U.S. intelligence rep- 
orts that a second aircraft carrier 
was sailing to join the Soviet Pac- 
ific Reel. 

"I believe there is evidence of 
the extension of Soviet strategic 
power in our region which we dep- 
lore.” he told a press conference 
after having talks with Singapore 
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew. 

“Australia views with concern 


the Soviet strategic build-up in 
North East Asia, particularly its 
military facilities at Cara Ranh 
Bay and Da Nang in southern Vie- 
tnam." he said. 


“This enables Soviet pen- 
etration into the ocean of our reg- 
ion and extends superpower riv- 
alry which must be deplored." 


Singapore and other non- 
Communist South East Asian 
Countries also have expressed 
concern over the Soviet build up 
which they see as a threat to the 
Malacca Straits, the vital link bet- 
ween the Indian and Pacific Oce- 


Balkan states start talks 
on nuclear-free zone 


ATHENS t Rj — Five Balkan sta- 
tes begin a week-long meeting 
here monday in an effort to rid the 
Balkan peninsula of nuclear wea- 
pons. 

Delegates from Communist 
Yugoslavia. Romania. Bulgaria 
and from NATO members Greece 
and Turkey will debate a proposal 
by Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou to turn the area into a 
nuclear-free zone. 


to power in 1981, pledged they 
would remove nuclear weapons 
from the country after the nec- 
essary consultations. 

The Socialist government has 
come under fire from the con- 
servative main opposition party. 
New Democracy, which called the 
nuclear-free proposal one-sided 
as Greece and T urkey are the only 
Balkan states to store nuclear 


They will also discuss a variety 
of other topics on scientific and 
technical co-operation. 

The only Balkan country not 
taking part in the meeting is 
Communist Albania which has 
said it prefers bilateral talks bet- 
ween the Balkan states. 

Greece and Turkey are the only 
countries in the peninsula known 
to have nuclear arms on their ter- 
ritory as part of their commitment 
to the North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation. 

The Greek Socialists, who came 


weapons. 

Turkey is known to favour talks 
on general Balkan co-operation, 
but has up to now reacted coolly to 
the idea of a nuclear-free zone. 

The three communist Balkan 
states at the meeting favour the 
idea, but are understood to doubt 
its practicability unless they can 
obtain guarantees from the two 
super-powers that the area would 
not become a target of nuclear att- 
ack. 

Yugoslavia, which is not a 
member of the Warsaw Pact, is 
known to prefer a wider Med- 
iterranean de-nuclearised zone. 


Aquino panel members 
to leave for Tokyo today 


MANILA. Philippines (AP) — 
Members of a board investigating 
the assassination of opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino ann- 
ounced Monday that they will go 
to Tokyo on Tuesday to hear the 
testimonies of possible eye- 
witnesses to the murder. 

Board Chairwoman Corazon 
Agrava announced at a news con- 
ference that the Japanese gov- 
ernment had given the five mem- 
bers permission to sit in at the Jap- 
anese investigation of the wit- 
nesses. 

"There are reports that the wit- 
nesses who are in Japan are eye- 
witnesses” Mrs. Agrava said. “I 
told you before that the board is 
praying for a miracle... that an 
eyewitness would come forward to 
state what he or she has seen on 
the tarmac on that day or at the 
very least provide us with a photo 


of what happened." 

The Japanese witnesses include 
reporters and cameramen who 
travelled with the former senator 
on the China Air Lines plane that 
brought him home from self-exile 
in the United States on Aug. 21. 
Mr. Aquino was fatally shot as 
soldiers escorted him from the 
plane. 

The government claims thai Mr. 
Aquino was shot bv alleged 
Communist agent Rolando Gal- 
man. who was shot seconds latet 


Mr. Aquino family members, 
saying they have wintnesses who 
claim Mr. Aquino was shot by sol- 
diers. accuse President Ferdinand 
Marcos of involvement. Mr. Mar- 
cos has denied the allegation. 

The boards also wants to hear 
testimonies from a Japanese bal- 
■listics expert and a voice-print 
expert. 


Reagan weighs conflicting advice 
on talks with new Soviet chief 


By Jeffrey Antevfl 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan, the first U.S. leader for 
more than 50 years not to have 
met his opposite number from the 
Soviet Union, is weighing con- 
flicting advice on whether to seek 
an election-year summit meeting 
with Yuri Andropov's successor. 

Administration spokesman 
have put out different signals on 
the issue, reflecting the conflicting 
advice Mr. Reagan is getting and 
their own confusion as to which 
way the president will decide. 

Mr. Reagan seemed to hint at a 
w illingness for a summit on Sat- 
urday when he said the United 
States would welcome neg- 
otiations with the Soviet Union 
and there was no better time than 


now. 

. “ What is needed now is for both 
sides to sit down and find ways of 
solving some of the problems that 
divide us.” he said. 

However, after several officials 
had encouraged reporters to bel- 
ieve that Mr. Reagan was sig- 
nalling readiness for a get- 
acquainted summit with the" new 
Soviet leader, the administration 
backtracked. 

Officials then said it was pre- 
mature to discuss the possibility 
before the identity of Mr. And- 
ropov's successor was known. 

U.N. Ambassador Jeane Kir- 
kpatrick and Under-Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagleburger said 
in television interviews Sunday 
that Mr. Reagan's position on a 
full-scale substantive summit 
remained the same — it must be 
carefully prepared and have a 
good chance of producing results. 

However, other officials con- 
tinued to say privately that a get- 
acquainted meeting was still a pos- 
sibility at some point before the 
presidential election on Nov. 6. 

This would be consistent with 
Mr. Reagan’s election-year effort 


to project a more conciliatory 
image and shift blame for the poor 
state of U.S.-Soviet relations to 
Moscow. 

The same pressures were at 
work on Mr. Reagan on Friday, 
during the nearly 12 hours bet- 
ween the announcement of Mr. 
Andropov’s death in Moscow and 
the White House announcement 
.that the president would not att- 
end the Soviet leader's funeral 
Tuesday but would send Vice- 
President George Bush. 

Significantly, those urging Mr. 
Reagan to attend the funeral were 
m ainl y his domestic and political 
advisers such as White House 
Chief of Staff James Baker and his 
deputy. Michael Deaver. 

The president’s foreign policy 
advisers, who had been split on 
whether he should attend .Mr. 
Leonid Brezhnev’s funeral in 
November 1982. were virtually 
unanimous this time that he sho- 
uld not go. officials said. - 

Their reasoning included con- 
tinuing uncertainty about the new 
leadership in the Kremlin and 
concern that a visit now would 
look like an election-year ploy and 
make Mr. Reagan appear too 
eager for agreement with Mos- 
cow. 

They also said it was more imp- 
ortant for him to devote his att- 
ention to the crisis in Lebanon, 
including meetings scheduled at 
the White House Monday and 
Tuesday with His Majesty King 
Hussein and President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt 

A Reagan foreign policy adviser 
told reporters on Friday before 
Mr. Andropov’s death, spurred by. 
the U.S. arms build-up and the 
introduction of new nuclear mis- 
siles in Europe. 

The continuation of this review 
at a time of new leadership in the 
Kremlin, he said, “will surely lead 
to possible changes in emphasis 
which we simply cannot prejudge 
until the succession is complete." 


Several of those who said it 
would be inappropriate for Mr. 
Reagan to attend the funeral, such ' 
as former Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, called on Mr. 
Reagan, however, to respond pos- 
itively to a predicted new “peace 
offensive” from Mr. Andropov’s 
successor or to make an initiative' 
of his own. 

Two leading U.S. Soviet sch- 
olars. Seweryn Bialer and Dmitri 
Siraes. said in television interviews 
Sunday that Mr. Andropov's 
death gave Mr. Reagan his second 
opportunity in 25 months to 
"write the agenda" for a new Sov- 
iet leadership. -. 

“ He can make a speech, lie can 
make a proposal and put it on the 
table, so this is a dramatic mom- 
ent," Mr. Bialer said. 

Mr. Siraes said U.S. statements 
and actions now would influence 
Soviet deliberations that could 
bring new policies from the Kre- 
mlin in 1985. But he did not bel- 
ieve there would be any results 
this year because of Moscow's 
profound distrust of Mt. Reagan. 

“ I would be extremely surprised 
if the Soviets accommodate Mr. 
Reagan before the election." 
Soviet-born Mr. Siraes said. 
“They don’t want to help him pol- 
itically.” 

Administration officials said 
they were unsure whether any new 
Soviet leader would be willing to ! 
see Mr. Reagan before the ele- 
ction if he sought such a summit. 

Depending on the answer to 
that question, and on whether he 
wins a second four-year term in 
office. Mr. Reagan could leave the 
White House as the first U.S. pre- 
sident since Herbert Hoover, who 
served until March 1 933. never to 
have met his Soviet counterpart. 

Senator John Glenn, a Dem- 
ocratic presidential candidate, 
said of Mr. Andropov on Sat- 
urday: “Our president had never 
spoken with him, shaken his hand 
or looked him in the eye." 


m SUas Marner 


LONDON (APl^- BcaKm^fcry- 
who learned to 
role in the film 

study traditional wearing for die'' 
tide part in Silas Marner, the shay 
of a weaver. Thc Lflfr l novel fey; 
George Eliot — , the pen-name of . 
Mary Ann Evans— will be. made 
into . a 90-minute television by the 
British BtoacasringCorp. Sho- 
oting starts at tiie end .of :tbfe 
month. Kingsfey will- acr SSas 
Marner from the age, of 2Stohs 
mid-fifties. The actorwni4.4foj- . 
lywood Oscar far hisrofeas 
independence leader Mohandas 
K. Gandhi. He said Sunday, that ' 
his research imoweavingwiUbelp . 
him acquire the phy^»l_- cha- 
racteristics of Marner, ‘‘bunched 
short-sightedly oyer hisloom, sod 
his attitudes as a craftsma&T ' 


Fake bisfrop 
detained 


ROME (AP) — At first, focal cle- 
rgymen were flattered, but after 
10 days they thought Godmigfu 
not be pleased andtureed in to the 
police a Polish lay man w ho poa e d 
as a bishop to eeieberate mass. 
When Stanislao Lukhmski Cze- 
slaw arrived Saturday to celebrate 
mass for his 1 tfh consecutive 'day 
at Rome's St. Mazy of Magdalen 
Church, he found his attar boys 
had been replaced bya police man 
who arrested him on charges of 
usinga false identity. Mr. Czeslaw. 
42. tntially pleaded innocent. But 
when police produced documents 
naming him in similar Swindles, he 
made his confession. : 


Beggar gangs try 


Rebels claim shooting down Angolan plane to kidnap cMidren 


LISBON (R| — Angolan rebels 


said Monday they shot down a 
Boeing 737 carrying Angolan 


government and Cuban troops 
over the central city of Huambo. 

A communique issued in Lisbon 
by the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) did not say how many 
troops were aboard the plane bro- 
ught down last Thursday. 

It also said rebels had shot down 
a MiG-21 fighter-bomber and a 
helicopter in eastern Mexico pro- 


13 e tween Jan. 31 and Feb. 10. 
the statement said, 118 gov- 
ernment soldiers and 29 Cubans 
were killed and IS captured for 
the loss of 25 UNITA rebels and 
58 wounded and eight missing. 

.-•UNITA said six -tanks and. five 
assault vehicles were destroyed in 
actions against government for- 
ces. 

UNITA said the Boeing, car- 
rying the registration D-2-PDV. 
was shot down as it was on its way 
from Huambo to Luanda, the. 
Angolan capital. 


The statement listed a series of 
actions in 10 of Angola's 18 pro- 
vinces as evidence of UNITA’s 
continuing offensive against the 
Marxist government, which it has 
been fighting since Angolan ind- 
ependence from Portugal in 1 975. 

In the north-eastern province of 
Lutmdaon Feb. I, the statement 
said, rebels attacked a convoy of 
450 vehicles bound for Luanda, 
destroying 37 of them. In HuQa 
province in southern Angola, 10 
Cubans died when their vehicle hit 


U.S. arrests high-technology smuggling ring 


NEW YORK (AP) — Five people 

— two of them from Hong Kong 

— have been arrested for all- 
egedly smuggling to China res- 
tricted high-technology equ- 
ipment federal officials say could 
be used for military purposes. 

The arrests came Saturday after 
a three-month “sting" operation 
in which an undercover U.S. cus- 
toms agent posing as a technology 
broker met with the five suspects 
on several occasions, said U.S. 
customs special agent Arthur Sti- 
ff el on Sunday. 

Before the ring was infiltrated 
however, authorities believe it 
successfully shipped to China 
about 1 million worth of “com- 


puter. chip devices that can have 
military uses, according to Mr. Sti- 
ffel. 

"Every loss of this kind is cri- 
tical because it allows the Soviet 
Bloc and the (Peoples Republic of 
China) to decrease their deficit in 
high-tech abilities and bring them 
very close to our own tec- 
hnologies” Mr. Stiffel said. 

He declined to elaborate on 
specific possible uses of the equ- 
ipment that reached China, citing 
“sensitive” security reasons. He 
said he didn't know if any of the 
suspects were Chinese gov- 
ernment agents, “but that aspect 
will be investigated.” 

The arrests were part of “Ope- 


ration Exodus.” a two-year effort 
by customs to stop high- 
technology equipment from rea- 
ching nations where it might be 
used against the United States. 

In the undercover operation — 
or“sting’.’ — he said the agent pos- 
ing as a broker arranged to sell 
lun transverse wave tube amp- 
lifiers to the five for 12.5(H) each. 
The devices, which have military 
uses only, were to be shipped to a 
front firm in Kowloon, Hong 
Kong, then moved into China. 

The agent got the two Hong 
Kong residents to come to the 
United States last week by pro- 
mising to get them other equ- 
ipment. 


BANGKOK (R J — A 
government-run Welfare Centre 
for Handicapped Children has 
asked for police protection bec- 
ause gangs are trying to abduct the 
youngsters and turn them into 
beggars, an official of the centre 
said Monday. Many gangs in and 
around Bangkok put severely 
handicapped children on the str- 
eets. with each earning about 535 
to S40 a day, he told reporters. 
Often ill-treated by the gangs, the 
children are forced to beg from 
morning to night on pavements, at' 
seaside resorts and at temple fairs, 
the official said. He said one lim- 
bless 1 9-year-old girl, taken to the 
welfare centre by police after a 
recent crackdown on beggars, had 
been sold to a gang seven years 
ago by her impoverished parents 
and became a top money earner. 
She will now be cared for by the 
centre, which looks after about 
250 children, the official said. 


Elton John 
to marry today 


Gunmen kill ex-police chief’s son in Punjab 


NEW DELHI (R) — Four gun- 
men in a car shot dead the son of a 
former local police chief and badly 
wounded his friend in the Sikh 
holy ciLy of Amritsar Monday, the 
Press Trust of India (PTI) rep- 
orted. 


The news agency said the gun- 
men opened fire outside a shop 
and fled. 

The attack took place on the eve 
of renewed talks between the gov- 
ernment and militant Sikh leaders 
on demands for religious con- 
cessions and greater autonomy for 
the northern state of Punjab. 


said the chief was on the hit list of 
Punjab extremists for the allged 
use of strong arm tactics during 
the interrogation of suspects. 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
decided to resume talks with Sikh 
leaders and opposition parties on 
the Punjab issue after discussions 
with opposition figures last week. 
They were broken off a year ago 
after failure to agree on which 
Sikh demands could be met. 


team to the talks in Delhi. 

The campaign has increased 
tension between Stkhsand Hindus 
in India's northern state of Pun- 
jab. where most of the country’s 
Sikhs live. The state was placed 
under .direct rule -from Delhi last 
October after eight Hindu bus and 
train passengers were killed by 
Sikh extremists. 


PTI said the dead man was 
26-year-old Jagjit Singh, son of a 
former Amritsar police chief. It 


Leaders of the militant Sikh 
Akali Dal Party, which has led the 
1 8-month-old campaign, met in 
the Sikh holy city of Amritsar 
-Monday night. Party spokesman 
Balwant Singh Raraoowalia said 
they agreed to send a five man 


Their demands include transfer 
of some 30 historic Sikh temples 
to control of the Sikh authorities 
in Amritsar, increased water 
rights for Punjab, transfer of 
Punjabi-speaking districts in nei- 
ghbouring districts to the state and 
designation of the northern city of - 
Candigarh as the Punjab capital 


SYDNEY (R) — British rock star 
Elton John has" been given -per- 
mission to marry Tuesday after 
the waiving of rules which req- 
uired 30 days’ notice before the 
ceremony could be held. John, 36. 
on a tour of Australia, proposed to 
his West German girlfriend Ren- 
ata Blauel 30. on Friday and they 
planned the wedding for T uesday. 
The state of New South Wales 
requires 30 days’ advance notice 
of marriage, a law designed to give 
couples time to think about what 
they are doing. However State 
Attorney-General Paul Landa. a 
self-confessed fan of the rock star, 
waived the rule after receiving 
what he said were good and suf- 
ficient reasons fora swift wedding. 
John and his sound engineer- ; 
fiance wiH marry at St Mark?? 
Anglican Church in Sydney’s eas- 
tern suburbs. The guest list inc- 
ludes Australian singer Olivia 
Newton-John. 


British art hoaxer 
dies aged 66 


Pakistani police arrest demonstrators 


ISLAMABAD. Pakistan (AP) — 
Scores of students who tried to set 
fire to college buildings in nearby 
Rawalpindi Sunday to protest a 
government ban on student uni- 
ons were taken into police cus- 
tody, witnesses said. 

Police would not comment on 
how many students were detained 
or whether the students have been 
charged, but local residents rep- 
orted seeing several dozen people 
hauled away. 

The students were protesting 
martial law regulations that have 
banned student unions most rec- 


ently in Sind province, as well as in 
Punjab province and the federal 
capital of Islamabad. 

Unions were banned in North 
West Frontier Province (NWFP) 
several months ago. In Bal- 
uchistan. Pakistan’s fourth pro- 
vince, student unions ceased fun- 
ctioning in the late 1970’s fol- 
lowing the military coup, a gov- 
ernment spokesman said. 

The students reportedly were 
taken into custody when they tried 
to set fire to science laboratories 
and other buildings at the gov- 
ernment degree college in Raw- 


alpindi. 19 kilometres south of 
here. 

Witnesses said the students cau- 
sed no serious property damage. 
But authorities later said Raw- 
alpindi Medical College was ord- 
ered closed. 

An Education Ministry offiicial 
had said the unions were banned 
because political clashes between 
unions with different political aff- 
iliations were distracting the stu- 
dents from their studies. 

But it is understood that the- 
union ban is part of the pre- 
paration for elections. 


LONDON (R) — British artist 
Tom Keating, a self-confessed 
faker who fooled the art world 
with Imitations of English mas- 
terpieces, died in hospital Sunday 
aged 66. Mr. Keating, who spe- 
cialised in imitations of the 19th . 
century English water colourist 
Sam6el Palmer, died after a heart 
attack, the hospital in Colchester.'. 
Eastern England, said. Five years, 
ago, because of his ill health, Bri- 
tain’s attorney general dropped 
charges against him of faking pic- 
tures- In 1964, a London art dea- 
ler sold one of his Palmer "imi- 
tations for £2.500 (S7,OOO.at.l964 
prices] after it had beert. ant- . 
henticated by an .established gal- 
lery. He also; imitated works of ■ 
John Constable and. Joseph Tur- - 
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